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Thursday, the 13th October, 1977

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the Chair
at 10.30 a.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Government Railways Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr O'Connor

(Minister for Works), and read a first
time.

Z. Long Service Leave Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Tonkin,

and read a first time.

LEGAL REPRESENTATION OF INFANTS
DILL

Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Chief Secretary)
110.34 a.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Representations were made by his Honour, the
then Chief Justice, in 1970, and as a result the
then Law Reform Committee examined the situa-
tion in which a child although vitally interested
in the outcome of legal proceedings, is not
independently or separately. represented.

The terms of reference considered by the corn-
niiltee were-

To consider in what circumstances the law
should provide for the separate representa-
tion of children in court proceedings in
which their interests are affected, but to
which they are not parties.

The most common instances of such occasions
are-

firstly, in applications concerning guardian-
ship or custody of the child, or applications
relating to his adoption; and
secondly, in proceedings under the Fatal
Accidents Act brought by the executor or
the widow of a deceased person for damages
for all dependants, including children.

The committee recommended empowering the
courts to order the appointment of a suitable
person as guardian ad li: em for a child when the
court is of the view that the interest of the child
is involved.

In all such instances the court will be required
to inquire into the guardianship of any infant.
Where it appears that an infant is under the
statutory guardianship of the Director of the
Department for Community Welfare, under either
State or Commonwealth Law, then the court shall
not make an appointment until it has caused
notice to be served on the director and he has
had an opportunity to be heard on the question
of such an appointment.

It was further recommended that a provision
be enacted empowering the courts to order costs
of the representation to be paid, where appro-
priate, by a party to the proceedings, or out of
any fund in which the child has an interest, or
failing this, the Suitors' Fund, a fund established
to make provision in respect of the liability for
costs of certain litigation.

The proposals could be effected by amending
the various Acts which would be involved, such
as the Child Welfare Act, the Guardianship of
Children Act, the Married Persons and Children
(Surnmary Relief) Act, and the Adoption Act.
However, a more suitable method would- be by
the enactment of a Statute of general application.

A complementary Bill to amend the Suitors'
Fund Act has been found necessary to provide
for payment of costs of legal representation of
infants where no other fund is specified by the
court making the order.

The Law Reform Commission would prefer
that costs should be met from the funds provided
for legal aid rather than the Suitors' Fund on
the ground that such costs are not in support of
".suitors". The logic of this argument is res-
pected but the fact is that the legal aid scheme
does not provide any sure source of funds for this
purpose.

Both the former Chief Justice and the Law
Reform Commission agree that the assistance
proposed should be available not only in the
Supreme Court and District Court. but also in
the Family Court and Children's Court and the
Bill makes provision accordingly.

It is not possible at this stage to give any
reliable estimate as to costs of implementing the
present proposals. However, the Suitors' Fund
is sufficiently in credit at present to withstand
any expense involved. In the future it may be
necessary to increase the resources of the Suitors'
Fund.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bertram.
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SUITORS' FUND ACT AMENDMENT DILL

Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville--Chief Secretary)
110.38 a.m.J: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This amendment is complementary to and de-
signed to follow the Legal Representation of In-
fants Bill.

It will provide for payments from the Suitors'
Fund by way of costs of legal representation of
infants where no other fund is specified by the
court making the order.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bertram.

APPROPRIATION BILL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) (No. 3)

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from the 12th October.

MR HERZFELD (Mundaring) 110.39 a.m.]:
The fiscal policies of a Government are the means
whereby it can direct the activities of the State.
How the State progresses results from its fiscal
policies.

I looked forward with a great deal of anticipa-
tion to hear what the Opposition might have to
say, yesterday, on the Loan Estimates, because
it seemed to me that with loan funds we have
that area of financial spending where the Gov-
ernment has the greatest choice as to what policies
it will adopt.

I was somewhat dismayed and staggered when,
having waited with so much anticipation, the
Leader of the Opposition commenced the major
thrust of his altern -ative policies by spending' about
10 minutes pouring a bucket of water over the
member for Murray.

Mr Jamieson: That, of course, is not correct,
and you know it. I merely corrected him last
night. Speak the truth in here.

Mr HERZFELD: The record will indicate-
Mr Jamieson. The record will indicate that

I am correct, not you. Do not try to get away
with that nonsense.

Mr HERZFELD:- -that the first 10 minutes
of his speech were not very different from the
remainder of it because no great alternative plan
was presented.

Mr Jamieson: You are on the wrong debate
anyway, if you are referring to what I said last
night. 1

Mr Barnett: That debate was adjourned. You
tre on something else now.

Sir Charles Court: Hie is on the general Esti-
mates.

Mr Jamieson: The remarks he is saying I made
were made last night on the other Estimates. Do
you not even realise that?

Sir Charles Court: I do but-
Mr Davies: Hek always defends his friends.
Mr JamiLeson: It does not matter what they

do. If they committed murder he would defend
them.

The SPEAKER: Order!I

Mr HERZFELD. Quite obviously 1 must have
touched on a sensitive point.

Mr Jamieson: You did not. Tell the truth
and we will all listen,

Mr HERZFELD: The substance of what the
Leader of the Opposition had to say last night
about the Estimates of revenue was not very
surprising.

Mr Jamieson: I am not sure what debate we
are on even now, if you are talking about what
was said last night.

Mr HERZFELD: All he could provide as an
alternative to the Government's programme was a
so-called seven-point plan to provide jobs for
the unemployed. I will deal with that in a
moment and also I will provide before I am
finished an alternative two-point plan which will
certainly not include him as part of it.

Mr Jamieson: I should not imagine you would
want me in any of your plans.

Mr HERZFELD: We must have a great deal
of admiration for the Treasurer in bringing down
such a responsible document as this Budget.

Mr Skidmnore: Our areas did not get much
out of it.

Mr HERZFELD: It is a document which fol-
lows three successive responsible Budgets which
have done much for the progress of this State.

Mr Jamieson: Another sycophant.
Mr Mclver: You can balance anything if you

do not spend anything.

Mr HERZFELD: It is as well to remind our-
selves again-

Mr Jamieson: A snivelling sycophant.

Mr HERZFELD: -that this Budget provides
a continuing programme of improvemnent in all
the areas of major responsibility the Government
has, and in addition is able to do so without
increasing any taxes-.-

Mr Jami[eson: Do not give us that nonsense.

2179



2180 ASSEMBLY]

Mr HERZFELD: -and at the same time pro-
viding a number of very valuable concessions:
all this in spite of policies of incredible irrespon-
sibility over the period from 1972 to 1975 on
the part of the Federal Government.

Mr Clarko: Is that the Whitlamn Government?

Mr HERZFELD: The Federal Gvernment.
I do not know that there was much gvernment
at all at that time. It is not very surprising
that the efforts of the Leader of the Oposition
last night were not very credible.

Mr Jamieson: I did not talk on this debate
last night.

Mr HERZFELD: He had other things in
another place on his mind.

Mr Jamieson: I wish the Speaker would remind
you I did not talk on this Bill last night. You
are on the wrong Bill.

Mr HERZFELD: I am well aware that the
Leader of the Opposition was talking on the
Loan Estimates last night. The Loan Estimates
concern that area of expenditure where the
greatest amount of scope exists for some alterna-
tive policies.

I return to the matter under debate; that is,
the Consolidated Revenue Estimates. I will deal
briefly with the so-called seven-point plan-in
which, by the way, it was very difficult to find
seven points. I do not have the relevant volume
of Hansard because it is late this week but,
judging by the diminutive newspaper report of
what the Leader of the Opposition had to say
on the Estimates, he ended up by describing the
State Government's Budget as unimaginative in
content and irrelevant in effort, flow silly can
one get? flow credible can what he says be
wheR he makes statements like that, particularly
in relation to a so-calledl seven-point plan which
was to provide the magical alternative?

Let us look at what the seven-point plan
includes. Firstly, to increase employment the
Leader of the Opposition says we should increase
funds for creating jobs.

Mr Pearce: Are you opposed to that?

Mr HERZFELD: I am not opposed to it, but
where do we get the funds? That is what the
Leader of the Opposition did not say. Would
he increase taxes to provide those extra funds,
would he print more money, or run into a
deficit Budget?

Mr Jamieson: You are sitting behind a Govern-
ment which will show a Sift million surpus this
year. That is where the funds will come from.

Several members' interjected.

Mr HERZFELD: There can be no credibility
when someone makes statements like that and
does not indicate how he will carry out the pro-
posals. We have seen one way in which they can
be carried out. During the Whitlam era the
Federal Government spent more than it had at an
increasingly fast rate; so unemployment was cre-
ated-something which the Leader of the Oppo-
sition says his plan will alleviate. It is an old
tale and members of the Opposition never learn.

The Leader of the Opposition's second major
thrust for creating jobs was that the Government
should allow civil servants to retire earlier without
loss of benefits. On the face of it that seems
very good-we retire them earlier and create
jobs for others. But what we must realise is
that those who retire on full benefits have to be
paid the full benefits.

Sir Charles Court: Also they will put them-
selves straight on the labour market for another
job. How crazy can you get?

Mr Jamieson: Not all of them do that.
Mr Tonkin: You could say that about 65-year-

olds.
Mr Clarko: Some of them do, and they do

very well.
Mr HERZFELD: The people retir 'ing on full

benefits would be paid, so the money paid to
them would not be available for other areas in
which it could be spent for some useful purpose.
So while that scheme may create some other
jobs in one direction, it will take jobs away ins
another.

Mr Barnett: Can we get serious now?
Mr Clarko: Speak for yourself.

Mr HERZFELD: Then the Leader of the
Opposition said that one of his seven points
to create more jobs was to concentrate job
schemes in the areas where unemployment is
highest. Need I say any more? That certainly
does not create any more jobs.

Mr Skidmore: You tell me what is wrong with
it. It is an economic proposition. Instead of
just belittling it, tell us what is wrong with it.

Mr HERZFELD: I do not see anything
wrong-

Mr Skidmore: Well stop rubbishing it.

Mr HERZFELD: -with going to an area and
creating more jobs there if one has resources to
do it.

Mr Skcidmore: That is not what you said.
Mr HERZFELD: I do not see how going to the

place with the highest unemployment and giving
preference to those areas will create more jobs.
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Mr-Stidmore: Come off it-if it creates more
employers it must create more jobs.

Mr HERZFELD: Let us come to the fourth
point.

Mr Pearce: You have not done too well with
the other three.

Mr HERZFELD. The member for Gosnells
will never learn anyway, so he may as well not be
here.

Mr Pearce: I am listening with great attention,
but I am not learning anything.

Mr HERZFELD: One suggestion I was very
interested in was that a portion of the job-creating
fund should be spent on a matching grant basis
with local government. If I remember correctly,
the Leader of the Opposition commended the
RED Scheme in glowing terms.

Mr Barnett: Are you opposed to that concept?.

Mr HERZFELD: My word 1 am.
Mr Barnelt: Your Premier implemented it in

this State.

Mr HERZFELD: I am certainly opposed to the
RED Scheme initiated by the Whitlamn Govern-
ment. I was associated very closely with its
implementation, and I can tell members from
my own personal experience that I have never
seen such huge sums of money wasted as hap-
pened on that occasion.

Mr Mclver: Nonsense! What a lot of rot.

Mr HERZFELD: Moreover, I have never seen
funds altocated with so little justification.

Mr Skidmore: You had the opportunity to stop
the funds.

Mr Clarko: The member for Rockinghiam looks
as though he is the RED Scheme!

Mr HERZFELD: The only requirement to par-
ticipate in that scheme was for a local authority
to put up any sort of prospect which it claimed
to be labour-intensive. Marty schemes were com-
menced with very small justification, without arty
sign of a feasibility study or a report. Many
schemes' were put forward to people who were
untrained and unqualified to judge whether a
scheme was of any value; these people were
unqualified to judge whether the lbcal authority
putting the scheme forward would provide 50
per cent of the costs involved. As long as a tocal
authority said that a particular scheme had a
labour component of 50 per cent, it received the
money.

Mr Skidmore: It did a service to many of the
$hire$.

Mr HERZFELD: Not only were holes dug using
RED Scheme funds, but also the same holes were
filled in again using RED Scheme funds. That is
how labour-intensive many of the proposals were.

Mr Mclver: Have a look around the State.
Mr Jamieson: Ask the Mandurah Shire Council.
Mr Clarko: That fancy mall-what a waste of

money!

Mr Skidmore: What is wrong with fancy brick-
work?

Mr Clarko:- Gough's folly.

The SPEAKER; Order! The House will come
to order. The member for Mundaring.

Mr 1-EERZFELD: Let me come back to the
main point I was trying to make in regard to the
proposal about matching money with local auth-
orities. Certainly it may be possible to match
the money that the State has availabte to spend
on creating jobs for the unemployed with money
from' the local authorities, but where would that
money come from? Arty money the local auth-
orities have is committeed already to creating
jobs.

Mr Skidmore: That is not so in the Swan
Shire.

Mr HERZFELD: Their money is committed

alfready. to work that will provide employment.
Would it create more work? Would it draw out

more money to create more jobs? Of course
it would not.

Mr Skidmiore: Then it would not apply under
the scheme.

Mr HERZFELD: That is the stupidity of that
pairticular suggestion.

Mr Tonkin: Lord Keynes was a bit of a dill,
according to you!

Mr HERZFELD: Local authorities today are
far too cagey about becoming involved in match-
ing money propositions after they had their fingers
burnt under the RED* Scheme. While it was
very nice to have lots of money handed out to
them by the then Federal Government in the Way
of capital funds, they realised subsequent to
accepting the capital funds that they had to
operate and maintain the facilities that were pro-
vided by these capital funds. Municipalities such
as the Fremantle City Council found they were
in hot water because their capacity to raise
funds was outstripped by the costs involved in
maintaining these facilities.

Mr Skidmore: You are a fairly knowledgeable
person in local government. Can you answer one
question?
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Mr HERZFELD: Point five in the plan put
forward by the Leader of the Opposition was that
the work should be labour-intensive. That is
fair enough, as long as the work is not digging
trenches and filling them in again as happened
on the ocean front at Cottesloe and Mosnian Park.

Mr Skidmore: What happened in your own
shire? Some worthwhile work was done there-
tell us about it.

Mr HIERZFELD: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said that the Government should take on
a full quota of apprentices. No Government has
done more to create employment for apprentices
than this Government. If it had any more places

frapprentices, most certainly they would be
filled.

Mr Jamieson: There are another 500 not filled.

Mr HERZFELD: Finally, the seventh point in
this great plan put forward by the alternative
Government was to waive additional taxes and
charges that would have been imposed on private
employers if they took on extra employees.

Mr Clarko interjected.

Mr HERZFELD; Private enterprise is not so
stupid. These people realise there is a need to bal-
ance the budget and in the final analysis they
need productivity to stay in business. While it
might sound very fine to have a seven-point plan,
the suggestions which have been put forward
wouid not realty help very much. They would
not help those small businessmen who have got
into difficulties ihrough socialist policies over the
last few years. Many of these people have been
put out of business or have given their businesses
away because they found the odds no longer
worth while.

Mr Skidmore: There has been a Federal Liberal
Government in power for two years now-is that
the Government that introduced the socialist
policies?

Mr H-ERZFELD: Certainty not.

Mr Skidmore: Well you are wrong.

Mr HERZFELD: Statistics prove that the prob-
lem started during ihe period of the Whitlam
Government. The business sector is still struggling
to recover. Having dealt with the seven-point
plan-

Mr Barnett: Not very well.

Mr HERZFELD: -1 ask members to judge
the claim of the Leader of the Opposition that
the Budget was unimaginative in content and ir-
relevant in effort.

I would now like to deal very briefly with the
policies of the Government that have been
directed towards employment, and the strategies
in the Budget which are directed towards creat-
ing more jobs.

Firstly, we know that the Budget provides for
a 16 per cent increase in expenditure, an amount
of $185 million-

Mr Skidmore-. That is a practical increase of
6 per cent.

Mr HERZFELD- This is money which will be
spent on increased services, thereby creating
many more jobs.

Mr Barnett: How many?

Mr HERZFELD: I can give
examples. For instance, it will
jobs in education.

Mr Barnett: Extra jobs?

the member some
create some 1 090

Mr HERZFELD: Yes.
Mr Skidmore: Doing what?

Mr HERZFELD: If the member for Swan had
listened to the Premier's speech he would have
heard, because the Premier outlined the position.
In police and traffic 120 new jobs will be created,
and 542 jobs will be created in the fields of
health and welfare. Many other jobs will be
created which I can identify, but obviously there
is no point in doing so now.

Mr Skidmore; That is the easy way out; any-
one can say that.

Mr H-ERZFELD: The member for Swan should
give some consideration to the inconsistency of
the attitude of the Opposition to employment.
I will deal with the matter of increases in service
charges, about which members opposite have been
so vocal. They have criticised the Government
because, as a matter of policy, it has said in
elfect that the user must pay. The Leader of
the Opposition complained bitterly that, accord-
ing to his calculation-and I would riot say
whether he is right or wrong-the recent increases
amounted to $66 million.

Mr Skidmore: What did I say?

Mr HERZFELD: Just consider this: The Gov-
ernment has been criticised for increasing these
charges; and therefore by inference the Opposi-
tion is saying the charges should not have been
increased. Had they not been increased, the
money would have had to be found from general
revenue, which means that money would have
been subsidising the people who are benefiting
from the services, and would not have been avail-
able to create employment in the areas in which
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the Government provides services. The Opposi-
lion cannot have it both ways.

Mr Jamieson: Are you going to discard com-
pletely the inflationary tendency?

Mr H ERZFEUD: Members opposite must be
honest and agree the charges had to be increased.
The alternative to not increasing charges would be
to deprive people of jobs.

Mr Jamieson: Somebody in Mundaring told me
you were intelligent.

Mr HERZFELD: When one thinks about it,
an amount of $66 million spent on creating
employment would provide about 3 500 jobs at a
conservative estimate. So when members opposite
bleat and whine about increasing charges, what
they are suggesting is that they do not want
people to have jobs.

Mr Skidmore: Don't look at me!

Mr HERZFELD:, I thought the member for
Swan would have learnt his lesson the other
night. He has been nice and quiet and has
behaved himself since then. Perhaps he has a
short memory.

Mr Skidnmore. Don't provoke me again or I
wilt be in the same position in about 10 minutes
flat.

Mr HERZFELD: Hie should learn some man-
ners and allow me to make my speech. I do not
interrupt him when he speaks.

Mr Skidmore: Why don't you stop talking
rubbish?

Mr Clarko: Are you an expert on that?
Mr Skidmore: My word I am; I am better

than you.

Mr HERZFELD: Just consider the Govern-
ment's record in respect of employment. In the
12 months ended June, 1977, 11 500 additional
jobs were crested in this State, while in the rest.
of Australia the number of people in civilian
employment was reduced.

Mr Jamieson: You are lamentable. The popu-
lation has increased by more than that.

Mr Skidmore: There are more unemployed in
Western Australia now, and well you know it.

Mr H-ERZFELD: This is despite the fact that
in this State we are providing jobs for unemployed
people from the Eastern States and New Zealand.

Mr Skidmore: That is not proven by the statistics
available.

Mr NERZFELD: The Opposition continually
talks about the number of unemployed people.

If members opposite consider how many jobs are
being created, perhaps they would be a little more
honest to the electorate.

Mr Jamieson: You want to see about employing
some of the youth around the country; they are
the ones who need employment.

Mr HERZFELD: This Government is a com-
passionate Government when it comes to the
employment of people; it is compassionate
because even as recently as a month or so ago
we saw it take action when a crisis occurred on
the goldfields.

Mr Skidmore: What is it doing for the small
businessman?

Mr HERZFELD: When Western Mining Corp-
oration had to put off Workers, the Government
immediately stepped in and took strong action
to provide jobs for those workers on an emergency
basis. It has done the same thing in the case
of the d rough t-st ricken areas of the State; and
in addition it has provided substantial funds in
this Budget- Budget in which taxes were not
increased-for the creation of employment. These
arc the positive things the Government has done;,
these are the things which are the hallmark of a
credible Government that is capable of managing
the Afairs of the State.

I would like now briefly to indicate to the
House a two-point plan I have as an alternative
to the plan of the Leader of the Opposition for
creating further employment. Neither of the two
points included any assistance or any involvement
by the Leader of the Opposition or any of his
team.

Mr T. D3. Evans: Are you not satisfied with
the Budget?

Mr HERZFELD: I am very satisfied with the
Budget. I tim delighted and proud to be on this
side of the House and associated with a Govern-
ment that has managed the affairs of this State
so competently for a period of four years.

Mr Barnett:, I want to hear this two-point plan.
Mr Clarko: It is a pitch fork!

Mr HERZFELD: It is not a new plan; it has
been spoken Of quite frequently-

Mr Wilson: Shoot all the unemployed!-

Mr HERZFELD: -but 1 feet compelled to
repeat it bec ause members of the Opposition
never listen, anyway. We have a rich and
resourceful country populated with resourceful
people and I suggest to you, Sir, that only two
things are needed to bring back full employment.
Only two things are needed to bring us back to
a situation in which not only will there be full
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employment but also a great shortage of labour.
The first point is in the hands of the people of this
country: it is to restore productivity so that the
goods we produce become competitive again.
That is a very simple requirement.

Mr Jamieson: It was a long while before you
became productive in this Chamber.

Mr HERZFELD: The second point is the
restoration of confidence amongst people who
have money to invest. If that confidence returned,
with it would come investment which in turn
would create jobs. While there is no confidence,
there is no investment. Why is there no confi-
dence?

Mr Davies: The Government.

Mr Skidmore: That could be the trouble.

Mr HERZFELD: There is no lack of confidence
in the Government. The lack of confidence lies
in the activities of some people within this State
and the nation generally. They do not want to
see a return of confidence, investment and full
employment. The last thing they want is a return
to full employment, because while there is a pool
of unemployed people in Australia, they repre-
sent easy bait for the subversive activities in
which these people are engaged.

Mr Skidmore: Here we go again. It is the old
"Comrmies under the beds" again.

Mr HERZFELD: This is precisely the trouble;
if these people stayed under the beds they would
not be creating the harmful situations in this
country today. Rut they are not under the beds;
they are out in full view of the public.

Mr Skidmore: Who are they? Name them.

Mr HERZFELD- We have reached the stage
where these people are coming out of the wood-
work and actively subverting and influencing
people in our community.

Mr Skidmore: Could you be more specific
about these people who have come out of the
woodwork? I have heard this statement so many
times before from members opposite, and I
should like you to be specific. Give me their
names.

Mr HERZPELD: Mr Speaker, it is not
possible

Mr Clarko: Gallagher and Mundey, to name
a few.

Mr HERZFELD. I cannot give their names
because they-

Mr Nanovich: They are under your nose: what
is wrong with you?

Mr Tonkin- You are a charlatan.

Mr HERZ2FELD: I cannot give their names
because they do not have the courage to put their
names on the documents they spread around the
community.

Mr Skidmore: You do not have the courage
to name them. You said you were going to name
them.

Mr Tonkin: You said you were going to name
them; have some guts.

Mr HERZFELD: I cannot name them, because
they will not put their names on this stuff.

Mr Barnett: Name them; you said you were
going to name them.

The SPEAKER: Order! It is quite impossible
for the member for Mundaring to continue his
speech while three or four members are interject-
ing at once.

Mr Skidmore: Yes, let me have a go.
Mr Barnett: You said you were, going to name

them.
Sir Charles Court: Members opposite are in-

terjecting for a purpose, of course.
Mr Barnett: What are you mumbling about?
Sir Charles Court: I was not mumbling at all;

I said it is being done for a purpose, and you are
one of those people who try to stop members
from making speeches.

Mr Barnett: You are a disgrace to this Parlia-
ment. You should listen to the debate and hear
what your own member is saying.

Sir Charles Court: You are the disgrace. You
seek to stop members from making speeches
simply because you do not like what they are
saying. There seems to be no control over mem-
bers of the Opposition.

Mr Jamieson: You ought to talk about con-
trol! Why don't you control some of your mem-
bers? None of my members ever Offers to fight
other members

M r Tonkin: You should especially control the
one on his feet.

Mr Jamieson: None of ray people ever offers
to fight other members, but you did nothing about
the Minister on that occasion. You made no
comment either in this place or to the Press; you
simply condoned what the Minister did.

Sir Charles Court: You stick to the facts.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Skidmore: Back to the communists.

Mr HERZFELD: The member for Swan asks
for evidence.

Mr Skidmore: No, I asked for names.
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Mr H1ERZFELD: Within the electorate of
Swan-

Mr Skidmore: Do not start telling me about
my own electorate: you will have a real argu-
ment on your hands.

Mr HERZFELD: If the member for Swan'only
opened his eyes he would see the evidence.

Mr Skidmore: Where is it?

Mr HERZFELD: Here we have the Workeds
Weekly.

Mr Barnett: Do you subscribe to it?

Mr HERZFELD: Yes, I do; I find it very in-
teresting. It is described as the "Organ of the
Central Committee of the Socialist Labor League".

Mr Wilson: Who are they?

Mr HERZFELD: They put out this newspaper
every week.

Mr Jamieson: They are like the Liberal Party;,
they change their name every so often!

Mr HERZFELD. This is only a small organ-
isation, and when one sees these newspapers com-
lag out regularly, every week, one wonders from
what source the funds are coming. Is it only
a small band of people?

Mr Skidmore: I do not get the paper; I know
nothing about it.

Mr HERZPELD: Somebody is backing them,
and I have a good idea who it is. One has only
to read a few issues of the Workers' Weekly
to be able 10 guess who is financing the news-
paper. The sort of stuff they talk about is sup-
port for the Palestine Liberation Organisation,
and that sort of thing.

Mr Skidmore: Is there anything wrong with
that?

Mr HERZPELD: The member for Swan asks,
"Is there anything wrong with: that?" Does he
condone the killing of Jewish women and child-
ren? This is she sort of great article one reads
in this weekly newspaper.

Mr Clatko: Alt treat situff'!
Mir Skidmore: The only thing wrong with that

is it is different from your point of view, there-
fore it is nasty and dirty. I am not condoning
-this- sort of action,- but: anybody is afllowed-to have
a different point of view.

Mr HERZFELD: Anyone is entitled to his own
point of view, provided he does not go around
forcing- it idown people's throats with threats
and acts of violence.

Mr Tonkin: Do you mean like the Minister for
Labour and Industr does?

Mr Williams: That is an unparliamentary com-
ment.

Mr Tonkin, And it was unparliamentary action
on the part of the Minister.

Mr HERZFELD, I am surprised members
opposite appear to know nothing about this
organisation, because it seems to be very closely
associated with Trades Hall.

Mr Barnett: What a shocking speech.

Mr HERZFELD: Lectures were held in
Adelaide Terrace, Perth on the 8th and the 22nd
September. The subject of the lectures was "The
Communist Manifesto".

Mr Pearce:, What is wrong with that? I have
attended lectures on the communist manifesto
at the University of WA. If I had not attended
the lectures, I would have failed the course.

Mr HERZFELD: I see that another lecture is 10
be held shortly in Perth, this time to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the Communist revolution.
Everyone knows where that movement started.
The meeting is to be held at Trades Hall on the
27;h October.

Mr Tonk in: Do you not know that the anni-
versary falls in November?

Mr Skidmore: Trades Hall is running a busi-
ness, by letting rooms. That is private enterprise
for you.

Mr HERZFELD: The member for Swan should
be careful about whom he makes his bedfellows.

Mr Skidmore: I make nobody my bedfellow.

Mr Tonkin: The revolution was in November.

Mr HERZFELD: I do not realty take offence
at the fact that on the front page of this weekly
newspaper is a statement which has had a circle
printed around it; it states, "The 'paper which
leads the light against the. Liberal Government".

Mr Davies: Hear, hear!

Mr HER1ZFELD. That is all right. At the
bottom of the front page it sa'ys, "'Force the
Liberals to resign". What I object to is that
the main theme of what they are saying, week
by week, is that the only way toachieve -the
aims of the workers is by vijolent activities. All
the old trite and hackneyed phrases such as
"'working class" and "capitalist class" are trotted
out.

Mr Tonkin: Then why are you repeating it now?
Why come out with this sort of propaganda?

Mr HERZFELD: If the member for Morley
would just listen, he would leam. something.
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Mr Nanovich: It must hurt the member for
Morley.

Mr Tonkin: It does not hurt rme, This is simply
a waste of the time of the House. This stuff
has been around for lO0 years.

Mir HERZFELD- The member for Morley
should not talk about wasting the time of the
House, because he is the principal offender in
that direction, with his ridiculous motions and
comments in respect of various legislation.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member has four minutes remaining.

Mr Tonkin: Never mind about all this propa-
ganda; quote something which is relevant to our
problems today.

Mr HERZFELD: These are the people who are
advocating a national day of action. The purpose
of this "day of action" which is to be held on
Saturday, the 26th November, is to call on a
general strike throughout the nation. Marches are
to be held across Australia. They make such
statements as, "Nationalise under workers' control,
without compensation, all the basic industries".
it goes on with all that sort of rubbish.

I am deeply concerned that these people are
infiltrating the union movement of Australia.
Members should look for themselves at the sort
of banners under which these people walk. They
are the type of people who are becoming involved
in unions and who are stirring up trouble in the
electricity industry in Victoria, a dispute which
has crippled that State.

Mr Tonkin: How many communists are there
amongst the owner-drivers oil strike at the
moment? Are they leading that dispute, too?

Mr HERZFELD: One of the issues of the
Workers~' Weekly discusses the number of young
people over which they have a hold.

I shall read to the House an example of what
is contained in this publication- Full names are
not given, but this is what Kath of North Fre-
mantle said-

I am going to school but when I bought
the paper I decided to go to the social that
was organised and then to go to the federa-
tion meeting because of what I learnt about
what is happening to youth.

Mr Skidmore: What federation?

Mr HERZFELD: The young socialists.
Mr Tonkin: They have freedom of choice.

Mr HERZFELD: These Trotskyites and other
people, who are now no longer under the bed-

Mr Barnett: on toop of it!

Mr HERZFELD: -are active within society
provoking violence and similar action through
their literature. They should not be allowed to
roam free in this community. It is about time-

Mr Tonkin: Do you call yourself a Liberal?
And you say they should not he allowed to ex-
press their views.

Mr H-ERZFELD: They should be identified.
Mr Tonkin: Do you know what Liberal means?

It means freedom of speech.

Mr HERZFELD: They are the sort of people
who are destroying this community and they have
one aim-

Mr Tonkin: What law are they breaking?

Mr H-ERZFELD: -which is to provoke riots
and bloodshed in the street. If members of the
Opposition had any guts they would state where
they stand in relation to these people.

Mr Tonkin: We believe in freedom of speech.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr HERZFELD: I should like-
Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The *member will
resume his seat.

Sir Charles Court: You are even trying to stop
the man speaking in Parliament.

The SPEAKER: I was just going to say that
I believe in freedom of speech, more particularly
in this place than anywhere else. The member
has the right to address this Chamber without
disturbance. I draw the attention of members to
Standing Order No. t4S which states that mem-
bers shall not interrupt a debate while it is in
progress. What has occurred during most of
the speech of the member for Mundaring this
morning is something which I believe ought not
to be tolerated in this place. At times three or
four members have been interjecting while the
member has been attempting to make his speech.
This is totally unacceptable to me as the Speaker
and I shall be taking a firmer line with these
rowdy interjections. I call the member for Mun-
daring who has two minutes remaining.

Mr HERZFELD: It is about time the Austra-
lian people recogniised the enemies of this country
who are setting out deliberately to destroy the
very thing which the pioneers worked to create.
They are working to destroy the very things for
which thousands and thousands of Australians
laid down their lives in two world wars. These
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people should not be allowed to roam free and
to carry out this destructive activity in this
nation.

Mr Tonkin: What does liberalism mean to you?

Mr HERZFELD: The sooner we make people
aware of what is going on the sooner we can get
back on the road to productivity-

Mr Tonikin: On the road to a police state.

Mr HERZFELD: -and a good lire which the
majority of people in this country want. Mr
Speaker, if it were not for the efforts of this
Government we would be in a sorry mess.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member's time
has expired.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [11.24 a.m.]: I do
not know how long my voice will last but I shall
do my best from this position.

Mr Pearce: We will move closer if we cannot
hear.

Dr DADOUR: I shall come to that later. I
wish to make a few comments concerning the
Budget and I shall try to be consistent, construct-
ive, and fair with my criticism, as I have always
been. I think there has been too much praise for
the.Budget from this side of the House. I con-
cede that in fiscal terms it is a balanced Budget,
but as far as I am concerned it is not balanced
with regard to priorities. I should like to
emphasise the priorities towards the end of this
speech.

If we anallyse the Budgets brought down by the
Labor Government from 1971 to 1973 and those
brought down by the present Government in its
first three-year term and now at the beginning
of its second term, it will be seen that there
has been very little change with regard to the
percentage of moneys going to certain areas. It
seems as though we are just going along the
same old road with very little variation instead
of us ing a little imagination, vision, and courage.
What we are spnding is going down the drain in
exactly-the same way.

There has been no alteration to any extent
of our spending to improve our way of life and
to return this country to the wonderful place it
used to be. I believe ruination is occurring, It
is occurring because of the unimaginative response
from OUr side and the destruction Coming from
other quarters. In my opinion the priorities to
which I shall refer later are the answer to the
problem.

We often hear it said that jobs will be created.
The Government creating jobs within the Govern-
ment service or within semi-governmental bodies

is exactly what we do not want. Our way of
life is supposed to be based on free enterprise
and yet more and more people are working for
the Government. That is contrary to what we
really want. if we wish to become a strong
and healthy nation we should be creating jobs
in private enterprise. We are self-defeating with
regard to private enterprise for the simple reason
that taxes are so high and there are so many
iniquitous taxes that there is no incentive for
a man to work for himself Or tO create work
for other people in private enterprise.

I believe one of the great tragedies is the
lack of vision and the lack of co-operation
between the Federal sphere and the State spheres.
No matter which party is in power in the Federal
sphere and which party is in power in the State
sphere, we find a total lack of co-operation. If
the Federal Government decides to reduce the
amount of money to be spent on health, educa-
tion, or any other matter there is a great scream
and cry and there is no co-operation. The two
spheres wilt not come together and say, "We have
to cut back here and here." That does not occur.
All they do is grab, grab, grab.

The most comical thing I have seen since 1
have been a member of this Parliament is the
hospital building programme. We have heard
former Ministers speak about it. Recently the
member for Victoria Park-God bless him-said
something about the hospital building programme
and pushed out his chest in an effort to associate
himself with this horrible and iniquitous over-
spending of our money.

We have all heard Mr Baxter, the previous
Minister for Health, talking about the hospital
building programme. One thing I will say for
the present Minister is that he has not associated
himself with such comments about this iniquitous
programme and he deserves some immunity from
being blamed for it.

Mr Davies: He has no money.

Dr DADOUR:, One should analyse just where
the funds are coming from. One would see then
just how much money is coming from our in-
ternal revenue. The amount would stagger
members.

Mr Davies: How much was poured in last
year?

Dr DADOUR: We cannot justify something
that is not needed. I would like to ask the Pre-
mier the $64-question: What has the Govern-
ment done to clean up our own backyard and
to curtail Government spending in areas where
it is not needed?
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The member who spoke before me said the
Government was reducing unemployment. I
might have accepted that from the Labor Party
but not from a member on this side of the House
and I give my apologies for his statement.

Mr Pearce: We have never said you were reduc-
ing unemployment.

Dr DADOUR: What is the justification for
creating jobs in the public sector and in educa-
tion? The Government should be trying to create
positions in the private sector.

Mr Skidmore interjected.

Dr DADOUR: Hullo, now I have the member
for Swan onside.

Mr Skidmore: All the way.

Dr DADOUR: The member is a socialist.
Mr Skidmiore: I would know.

Dr DADOUR: I do not want the member to
agree with me and make me sick as I am not
a socialist.

Mr Skidmore: What are you?

Dr DADOUR: I do not kniow, but I am honest.
Opposition members should question their own
consciences. The Government is going to create
another 542 jobs in the area of health and wel-
fare. How great this is! Unfortunately very
little has been done to clean up our own back-
yard.

Mr Skidmore: He who rocks a man's beliefs
rocks himself.

Dr DADOtIR: Was that directed at me?
Mr Skidmore: It was directed at the member

from way up north--Mr Laurance.

Dr DADOUR: Perhaps the Government has
made some attempts to clean up its own back-
yard but I do not know of them; we should get
our own house in order.

I have heard that the Public Service is being
contained to less than a 2 per cent increase in
real terms, yet the Budget belies that fact. The
Public Service is going to increase by a greater
percentage than before because of the creation of
the 1 000 jobs in education, the 500 jobs in
health and welfare, and the 120 jobs in trans-
Port.

It might be all very well to create these jobs
but I do not see how we are going to have a
revival in our economy. This is why I condemn
the Budget as a very ordinary one. I make the
point, however, that it is better than any Budget
the Opposition could have drawn up.

When I first entered Parliament I was full of
hopes and ideals; I thought that after the Liberal

Party got into power we would put things right.
After my first three years I saw that was not
to be and I see the same will apply during the
next three years. The Government is not show-
ing the necessary vision and courage. The people
are ready for such a Government and that is
the theme of my criticism.

I can see no justification for such a large and
expensive hospital building programme. We have
empty beds in the Hollywood Hospital which
could possibly be utilised by the Commonwealth.
A lot of the moneys allocated for this programme
would then be able to be used elsewhere. fly
this means we would probably give some relief
to the Commonwealth Government and both
Commonwealth and State Governments could
rearrange their priorities.

If the hospital authorities want bigger and
better mansions to hospitalise the patients that is
all well and good but I believe the building
programme is mainly for the staff; they are the
people who will get the benefit. I do not disagree
entirely with that but I do not think we should
be expending so much on the hospital programme.
Much of the internal revenue we are spending
could be saved, allowing us to have lower taxes
and charges which would give real relief to the
people of this State.

If we have to go ahead and use our loan
moneys received from the Commonwealth and
the internal revenue from the State we should
not use so much of it for the building programme.
What is even worse is the 37 per cent increase
in spendling in the health sector; that is, the
maintaining and increasing of the staffs of the
various institutions. It is a terrible state of
affairs.

The same applies in respect of education where
the Government is creating another I1000 jobs.
In fact, this is very good for me as I have a
number of unemployed teachers in my electorate
and it would give me pleasure to see them em-
ployed. However, are we doing the right thing
by the rest of the community?

Mr Skidmore: The teachers are needed.

Dr DADOUR: The increase in the education
field cannot be justified because we are spending
more and more money in this area when we
cannot fully justify it. The member for Swan's
thinking is a little cockeyed. I am not talking
about primary, secondary, and pre-school educa-
tion; I am speaking of the utter waste at the
teacher level. This is where the wastes occur
and members should agree with me. We have
too many training colleges and other institutions.
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The Government is about to close down one
teacher training college and that is a good thing
as probably it would soon fall down anyway.

There has been an increase of 37 per cent on
health spending. How fantastic that is! We
have a budget in that area of over $250 million
and the increase this year is large indeed. Spend-
ing in this area will be more than a quarter of the
Budget total,

The situation is most comical as we will all die
younger. We are spending money on the treat-
ment of diseases but the only thing we are really
achieving is the lowering of longevity. However,
I do not seem to be able to get that message
across.

Mr Davies: Read Illich's book; he blames the
doctors.

Dr DADOUR: The honourable member cannot
justify himself in any way no matter what he
says by interjection. He is making just as big a
mess of things as he did when he was in office.

The spending on health is completely out of
control. There has been a complete lack of under-
standing about this situation by the Government;
it is far too big for the Government yet it tries
to put it over us, left, right, and centre.

Look'at the gorgeous mansions which have
been built. They have carpeted passageway's
which are so wide that 20 people holding hands
cannot touch the walls on either side.

Mr Batenman: Why do you not take appro-
priate action yourself?

Dr DADOUR: I have done what I can.
Mr Ridge: You have not told us how you

would solve all these problems.
Dr DADOUR: I am coming to that. I am

establishing the priorities. I am not having a
shot at the present Minister.

Mr Tonkin: I would hate to see you if you
were then.

Dr DADOUR: This is the tragedy: Tn Febru-
ary next year we have been told by the Prime
Minister we will receive tax relief. The reason
there is no confidence in the private sector is
that taxation is so high and there pre so many
iniquitous taxes that the people do not want
to work overtime. They do not wish to work
long hours, because they will receive no real
benefit by doing so. However, we are told
we will receive taxation relief in February next
year. I feel sorry for the poor taxpayer, be-
cause he is being fooled.

The way we are heading in this State, I pre-
dict whatever relief Mr Fraser gives the tax-
payer will be taken away from him by State

taxation. I believe this is what will happen. This
proposition will not receive my vote. I shall
probably be exterminated or expelled as a result.
However, it will not get my vote, because the
Government has failed to put its house in order.

I do not want any encouragement from the
other side, because if I receive encouragement
from members opposite I will switch back to
supporting this side.

Mr Davies: That is what we are hoping for.
Mr T. H. Jones: You will probably end up

on that side anyway.

Dr DADOIJR: This is a far better fludget than
one which could be produced by members op-
posite. I thank God we have this Budget rather
than an alternative one produced by the Opposi-
tion.

IOne of the reasons the Premier may give for
levying direct taxation in this State is that he
can discard such iniquitous taxes as pay-roll tax,
road maintenance tax and other taxes of the
same nature. The other reason could be to
make more money available to private enter-
prise to enable it to grow. These are the *wo
reasons. One of the two reasons, or part of
both of them, will necessitate the introduction
of State taxation. One does not need to use
much imagination to see that this is the case.

Mr Pearce: What do you mean when you
say more money will be given to private enter-
prise?

Dr DADOUR: I mean making Joan money
available at perhaps a lower rate of interest.

Mr Pearce: If the Government makes money
available to private enterprise, it will become a
Government enterprise.

Dr DADOUR: There is no such thing as a
Government enterprise.

Mr Pearce: Your whole argument about em-
phoying teachers is that it will cost more money.

Dr DADOUR: The honourable member has
lost the thread. Hie should go back to steep or
talk to somebody else.

Mr Pearce: I am not going to sleep. I have
been listeiing to your speech with a great deal
of attention.

Dr DADOUR: The honourable member should
hold his tongue and listen to me. I do not
inierject when he is making a speech.

Mr Pearce-. The Speaker would not allow it.
Mr Skidmnore: Order over there, please.

Dr DADOUR: I thank the member for Swan.

2189



2190 ASSEMBLY]

Nothing has been attempted to decrease expen-
diture in the most iniquitous areas of education,
health, and welfare. I have already stated that
mom. jobs should be made available and more
money should be provided for private enterprise.

It is very easy to increase charges before in-
troducing the Budget. This is what has happened;
*at~r charges and all other charges increased
prior to the introduction of the Budget. This is
quite obvious even to the most non-intellectual
people among us.

During the election campaign last year one of
the present Government's promises was that it
would put value into the dollar; that is, for every
dollar the Government spent we would receive
greater value. I cannot see that occurring in the
two areas of greatest expenditure which together
make up over 50 per cent of the total Budget.

I believe some of the increases in charges, such
as making the pensioners pay for their metro-
politan transport, is pinching money out of the
people's pockets, because it represents such an
infinitesimal amount to the Government. I feel so
strongly about this matter that I- keep harking
back to it.

Another iniquitous practice which has arisen
and which is taking money out of the pensioners'
pockets is the grant of a 25 per cent rebate of
their rates and taxes. Every other State grants a
rebate of 50 per cent or more.

Mr Davies: Does any State give more than 50
per cent?

Dr DADOUR: Yes; 60 per cent in South Aus-
tralia.

Mr Davies: I would expect that.

Dr DADOLJR: Twenty five per cent is less than
the rebate granted in any other State.

There is another matter on which I wish to
comment. It is a very touchy point and it involves
the present Minister. It is the duplication of
services which has been caused by the St. John
Ambulance Association buying itself an aeroplane.
This duplicates the service provided by the Royal
Flying Doctor Service.

Mr Watt: They did not exactly buy themselves
a plane.

Dr DADOUR: This grieves me. An aeroplane
is intended to be bought by the St. John Am-
bulance Association and whether the money for
that plane comes partly from private funds or
from other sources is immaterial. It is the oper-
ational costs which are important. The member
for Albany should hold his tongue because I
wish to get my story across first. I do not wish

to rubbish the St. John Ambulance Association.
As a matter of fact I belong to it and I attend
meetings whenever I am asked to or whenever
I can spare the time. Something has gone wrong
when we have such a duplication of services.

Last year the State Government granted $2.1
million to the St. John Ambulance Association to
make up its deficit. The State Government granted
$1.3 million to the Royal Flying Doctor Service.
Surely when the State Government provides these
associations, which are performing very necessary
services, with such large sums of money, there
should be some way of ensuring that the activities
of these organisations are not duplicated.

Mr Davies: You are not criticising the Minister;
you are criticising the Premier, because be gives
the money to the St. John Ambulance Association.
A lot of people make that mistake.

Dr DADOUR: It is not the Premier who allo-
cates the funds; it is the Government. J am not
criticising the Minister; I am criticising the
actions of the Government.

Sir Charles Court: I can assure you the Gov-
ernment has done everything in its power to ob-
lti n co-ordination of the services and to avoid
the St. John Ambulance service overlapping. How-
ever, they do have some autonomy and the Gov-
ernment does not have complete jurisdiction over
them.

Dr DADOUR: They masy have some autonomy,
as the Premier has said, but we are still subsidising
the St. John Ambulance Association to the tune
of $2.1 million. The President of the Royal
Flying Doctor Service has informed me that he
has bent over backwards to help and to ensure
there would be no real duplication. However,
by some means a member of the St. John Ambu-
lance Association completely conned the Apex
Club of Western Australia into raising money for
an aeroplane to provide an aerial ambulance
service.

Apex, an admirable service club, raised
$100 000, and it did so in all innocence, not
knowing what may happen as a result. The St.
John Ambulance Association has leased one plane
and appointed one pilot. It intends to buy
another plane for $150 000 in the very near
future and by now it has probably appointed
another two pilots. That is all very well, but
those three pilots must be paid. The Royal Flying
Doctor Service could provide these facilities with-
out any increase in its operational costs. I have
spoken to the President of the Flying Doctor
Service who is most aggrieved about the situation.
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He has even offered to house the plane for the
St. John Ambulance Association. He has offered
to look after it, supply a pilot, and even place
the St. John Ambulance insignia on the plane if
that would make the association happy. The
service would do everything, even provide the
pilots. It would allow the St. John Ambulance
Association to send out its own bills under its
own letterhead if it desired; but the association
will Rot co-operate and now it has three pilots
and the State Government will have to foot the
bill while in the meantime we have an unnecessary
duplication.

We paid the St. John Ambulance Association
$2.1 million last year. Whether or not it is an
autonomous body the Government should have
some control over the situation.

Mr Davies: You always have control; that is,
finance. If the Government says that it will not
finance the flying ambulance the St. John Ambu-
lance Association will have to do it itself.

Dr DADOUR: I am raising th~e matter-

Mr Bertram: What you are saying is that the
Government's priorities are wrong.

Sir Charles Court: Who said we are financing
the flying ambulance? The member for Victoria
Park has the right answer. They have been told
that we do not want duplicated sevi~ces. and will
not finance them.

Several members interjected.

Dr DADOUR: I will not go into that side.
I am talking about the unnecessary duplication of
services. I do not wish to run down either organ-
isation. They are both wonderful and do a good
job. However, I see no reason for some pe .rsonal
little jealousy to interfere in the situation just be-
cause some person wants the St. John Ambulance
Association to have a flying service when this can
be. and is at the moment, provided by the Flying
Doctor Service which has many planes and pilots
and plenty of everything else not being fully
utilised. The Flying Doctor Service could absorb
operational costs and administrative costs and not
even notice them. It has even offered to put the
insignia of the St. John Ambulance Association
on two planes if that would make the association
happy. The offer has been made that the Flying
Doctor Service would wear the ambulance uni-
form and do all sorts of things, but the St. John
Ambulance Association does not want things that
way. So much for that subject.

I have another little grievance while I am at it.

Mr Bertram interjected.

Dr DADOUR: The honourable member who
needs treatment is now speaking up. I will help
him with a little bit of electricity if he is not very
careful.

Mr Bertram: Are you taking over from the
Minister for Labour and Industry?

Dr DADOUR: No. It will all be above board
and legal; do not worry.

It has come to my notice that there are now
on the market-and this has been so for some
little time-absorbent bed sheets. They are called
Kylie sheets. They are wonderful for use when
nursing old people who suffer from incontinence.
For anyone who does not know the meaning of
the word, it means that the old folk cannot Con-
trol their bladders, in particular. Consequently
they wake up in the night because their beds get
wet and they and their bed clothes must be
changed. This may occur two or three times a
night and as a result the nurses' backs suffer and
a great deal of linen is required. The patients are
disturbed all night and may develop bed sores.

The sheets allow the urine to Pass through
them and the patient is-still virtually dry so that
the skin does not suffer. The use of these sheets
would mean that the skin condition of the patient
does not deteriorate; the patient's rest is not
broken; the hospital staff are not overworked
changing the bed clothes and night clothes of old
folk; the general demeanour of the patient is
greatly improved; and the laundry bill is reduced
by about 20 to 25 per cent.

The Government geriatric hospitals have all
been trying to obtain these sheets because of the
obvious benefits, but when they approached the
Hospital Laundry A Linen Service they were told
that the service would not buy them. As members
are aware, HLLS has the right to buy and the
right to hire. The service hires the linen out, but
it refused to buy these sheets.

I am led to believe that the initial cost is rather
high, but over a 12-monthi period this would be
more than made up in the savings made on
laundry apart from the fact that the patients them-
selves would benefit. However, the hospitals are
unable to get the sheets. The service has stated
that if the sheets were provided there would be
a decrease in the amount of soiled linen and this
would result in a cut-back in the staff required
by the service. Therefore, the service is hanging
on like grim death and will do nothing about the
sheets to the disadvantage of the old people. The
sheets have been used in the Eastern States suc-
cessfully and they should be in use here.
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I wish to return to a couple of points I dealt
with briefly earlier. The first item is the lack of
co -operation between State and Federal Gov-
ernments, irrespective of their political colour. It
does not matter whether a Labor Government is
in office at a Federal level and a Liberal Gov-
ernment is in office at a State level or vice versa;
it does not matter whether the Governments at
both levels are of the same political colour, there
is a lack of co-operation.

We all want our pound of flesh and if anything
goes wrong we demand more money and as a
result certain things have occurred which far out-
weigh any advantages which may have accrued.

Let us study the situation on the State scene. I
consider that the priorities in the allocation of
funds are all wrong and that some of the money
spent on capital and running costs should be
diverted from hospitals-and education to housing
in particular, in regard to. which we are behind
the eight-ball. There is a long waiting list and this
is one of the areas of great need at the moment.

I see that the member for Dianella agrees with
me on this matter. The other area is water
supplies. It is the duty of any Government to
supply water to the people so that they continue
their usual life style and can have their swim-
ming poohs, lawns, verges, and gardens. The
water has to be provided for them and it is the
duty of the Government of the day to do this. if
there happens to be an act of God and a drought
occurs, the water still must be provided.

Mr Shalders: You will be getting on to the
loaves and fish soon!

Dr DADOUR: I am referring to the priorities
of the State Government and I am indicating
that they should be altered. I am giving the
reasons I am critical of the Budget. I say that we
should spend money in these two areas instead
of spending millions of dollars on both capital
and running costs in other areas.

Those are the two mrain areas; an investigation
into whether there are more rivers which can be
dammed, or whether water is available from other
sources, should be the No. 1 priority. Money
should be spent on further research in that dir-
ection.

I have not forgotten the subject of energy. We
have to carry out research, but it should be more
on a Federal level than on a State level.

A matter which has worried me for a number
of years, and I have not previously spoken about
it in this Parliament, is the complete and total
lack of defence facilities in Australia. The people

of Australia have been sold out by successive pol-
iticians and by successive Governments. We are
living in a fool's paradise.

It is not my intention to try to frighten anybody,
but while we have in this world two men with
their backsides pointing to the pround theft will
always be the prospect of war. We cannot hide
our heads in the sand like ostriches. There has
been too much of that sort of attitude on die
Federal scene.

I can recall prior to World War 11 at the tender
age of five years, going home to my family and
telling them that the Japanese would take over
Australia. When I was asked how they would
take it over, I replied, "They would walk across
the water." That was a standard joke in my home
for years, but in 1939 it was no longer a joke.

We were totally unprepared for the two World
Wars in which we became involved. On the first
occasion, we lost many men at Gallipoli because
they were not properly trained, and the same
applied during the second World War. On the
law of averages, the next war cannot be that far
away. There is only one form of defence which
is a deterrent, and an equaliser, and which will
have any effect-and I hope it will never have to
be used-that is, nuclear weapons. They will be
necessary for our own protection-

Mr Davies: That will get you a headline.

Dr DADGUR: I could not care less about get-
ting headlines. I have been extremely honest in
my criticism of the Governmen t, and I am telling
memnbers that war will occur again without doubt,
and that we in Australia are living in a fool's
paradise. War will occur; it has happened time
and time again. All the industrial strife through-
out Australia-which I find to be intolerable-is
pushing this country into the ground. It is no
wonder that people say there is an enemy within
and an enemy without. Whether one of those
enemies is created by the employers, or is the
result of ignorance of the employees being led by
the nose, I do not know.

The SPEAKER: The member has five minutes.

Dr DADOUR: In order to deter the enemy
from without we need an atomic pile of the
breeder type to ensure we have the ingredients
to produce our own weapons, and to ensure we
have the ability to deliver those weapons t0 the
targets. No-one will help us in the event of an-
other war; we will go down the drain.

Had we lost the last war-and I do not con-
sider that we won it-we would be digging the
uranium from the ground -under slave conditions.
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I am sure some members opposite know that
would be the case, and if they do not they should
open their eyes.

Mr Pearce: You were calling for reduced ex-
penditure a little earlier.

Dr DADOUR: I want to save on expenditure
in order to save Australia.

Mr Tonkin: Were you not talking about some-
one needing treatment?

Dr DADOUR: I have always had an opinion
of t 'he member for Morley. I will express it now
and never say it again: one never calls a paranoid
a paranoid. That is enough.

Mr Davies: Those are wise words.

Dr DADOUR: I hope the message got across

Mr Tonkin: That comment took a lot of
courage. I imagine the member has been storing
it up for years.

Dr DADOUR: As a matter of fact I have, but
I did not want to hurt the member in any way.

We must get down to the crux of the problem:
the lick of defence, Our political leaders on the
Federal scene must do something about defence
now. As I have said, our only possible defence
is to have a deterrent and an equaliser. There
has been talk about the Chinese, who number
some 800 million. The member for Swan has re-
ferred to his friends. However, who is to suggest
that the enemy from without will come from those
Countries? The enemy could be a much closer
neighbour.

If the Pilbara were to be invaded tomorrow,
it would not take one week or two weeks to put
a company of our troops there; it would take from
six to HO weeks. At present we are defenceless.

What the Whitlarn Government did with re-
gard to defence was something to cry about, and
the Fraser Government has not done any better.
We do not have the backing of the large American
Army, and we do not have the protection of our
mother country, Great Britain. We will not re-
ceive assistance from those countries in the future-,
we will have to stand on our own two feet and
look after ourselves.

I do not believe in turning the other cheek:
I hit back. if members opposite want to turn the
other cheek, that is all right, but that approach
will not save us when the crunch comes. The
workers and the employers should cease what they
are doing, and look to what we already have. We
.should all count our blessings and do something to
protect those blessings for our future generations.

I sometimes feel sorry that I have children be-
cause of the terrible legacy we are leaving for
thorn.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) 112.08 p.m.): We
are very sorry indeed to know that for the most
part the member for Subiaco has deserted health
matters in preference to defence. I do not think
we would be any better off if the member were
put in charge of defence than we would be if he
were in charge of health.

Dr fladour: The miember for Victoria Park did
some terrible things when he was in charge Of
health. He -set up an advisory committee to
inquire into teaching hospitals.

Mr DAVIES: The advisory committee was set
in operation, but it is already dead. I asked that
it be disbanded after a trial period of 12 months.
I always said that if it did not succeed I would
favour disbanding it. It was disbanded at my
request because the various people on the com-
mittee were more interested in looking after
themselves and their own hospitals than in trying
to plan for the overall good of the State. The
committee' was unable to satisfy the member for
Subiaco, and that member is inclined to mouth
the views of the AMA in this House.

Dr Dadour: That is a lot of bull. I represent
my electorate, and nothing else.

Mr DAVIES: I have heard two quite amazing
speeches this morning. The member for Mun-
daring set out to tip a bucket of water over the
Leader of the Opposition and finished up drown-
ing himself, I think. The contribution he made
was a disappointment after the maiden speeches
we heard from him and some other members.

I do not profess to be able to sort out the
finances of the State in any great fashion. 1
always look on the Budget as being no more or
less than a household budget. One has so much
coming in and so much has 10 go out, and one
must spread one's income around to all the
areas where money is needed.

However, a Government can complicate the
issue by the manner in which the Budget papers
are put fo rward. I am critical of the Government
in two respects. One is that for the last several
years, although the expenditure for the past year
and the estimated expenditure for the present
financial year are shown in the Budget papers, the
staff numbers are shown only as at the 30th June
of any year. This makes it almost impossible
to compare like with like.

On one occasion the Treasurer said it would
all sort itself out, and when he abandoned the
practice of putting the staff numbers in two
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columns he did it precisely because we were not
comparing like with like but we would be able
to do so in due course. We are making a com-
parison but instead of having the two sets of
figures conveniently placed in the Budget papers
to enable a rapid comparison to be made, critical
or otherwise, we have to look at the previous
year's Budget papers and compare the figures
shown in them with the figures shown in the
present year's Budget papers. We should have
staff numbers shown in two columns as at the
30th June in the previous year and the present
Year.

It becomes increasingly difficult to interpret
expenditure when one has to refer to the last
year's Budget papers to make a comparison. It
becomes more difficult if the Public Service List
has not been published, and this year's Public
Service List has not yet been delivered to Par-
liament House. It is even more difficult if the
Public Service Board's annual report has not
been published. Although it may be in the office
of the Treasurer, and the Treasury may know
what is going on, we do not have the information
here. How can we look at the workings 'of the
Government when we are unable to compare staff
numbers and do not have access to the usual fac-
ilities which should be available? For that reason,
I do not anticipate making any comparisons of
consequence.

In addition, if one spends some time going
through the financial statements which come with
the Budget papers, they provide means of assess-
ing where all the money is coming from and going
to, but over the past several years one very good
table has been dropped from them. If we look at
the Budget papers dated October, 1974, we will
find return No. 5, dealing with revenue and ex-
penditure, which shows its source and functional
application per capita. The per capita application
is very handy. One can see at a glance how much
the Government's workings are costing each citi-
zen for the various sections of State revenue and
where the money is being spent. It was a very con-
venient document. I do not know why it has been
dropped but I hope the Treasurer will ensure it is
put back in the Budget papers next year.

A functional analysis and the cost per head of
population are shown in the various expenditure
tables but not in the revenue tables. The return on
page 1990 of Mansard for 1974 is the one I would
like to see put back in the Budget papers. It would
be of great assistance to us in trying to interpret
accurately what the Budget meant-

The people of the State can have anything they
like so long as they are prepared to pay for it.

I was amused at the Treasurer's claim that he
would be able to bring in a balanced Budget
without increasing taxation and charges, and that
the people should be thankful for it. Some tax-
ation charges contain an in-built growth factor
and they generally bring in more money to the
State; but when we look at all the other charges
which have been increased-t4hey have been men-
tioned often enough, particularly in the Address-
in-Reply debate, and include motor vehicle
licences, drivens' licences, State Energy Commis-
sion charges, State Housing Commission rents,
and so on-it is quite fallacious for the Treasurer
to suggest he has brought down a Budget of this
kind without increasing taxation and charges.

We see on page 40 of the financial statement,
under taxation, that every single item of, revenue
has increased. As a matter of fact, the estimated
increase in revenue is something like $2t million
in this financial year. Surely not all this is com-
ing from in-built growth factors. It must reflect
some of the total charges we have to pay. So the
Treasurer's claim is a little fallacious, particularly
when the surcharges on the SEC. the Water
Board, the harbour trust, and other instrumen-
talities, which are not readily noticeable in the
Budget papers, are bringing in extra money to
the Government.

I note that the member for Subiaco said there
would be a personal tax surcharge before long.
I think that is what will be brought down in
this State- He mentioned that the amount of
money we were spending on health matters was
out of all proportion to the job being done, and
he blamed the State Government for putting
revenue into health.

If the member for Subiaco had a close look
at the figures he would notice that although the
amount has been cut back, a great deal of money
is still coming from the Commonwealth for dental
health services, community welfare, and some
other special services which have been provided.
He said that despite the fact that we were spend-
ing all this money, the death rate was being
lowered and people were dying younger.

If the member for Subioco looks at Ivan Illich's
book Limits to Medicine, he will see this fact is
mentioned in some detail. The author talks
about social iatrogenesis, which is a term meaning
diseases caused by doctors. The upshot of the
book is that although doctors are able to do
good in some quarters one has a better chance
of living to a ripe old age if one stays away
from them. I think that is true. It is a rather
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dry book to read but it contains a lot of infor-
mation and I recommend it to anyone who has
the time and patience to have a look at it.

I want to speak about several matters relating
to health. First of all, I want to mention the
Tronado machine because, although my erstwhile
leader has left Parliament, he was not the only
one interested in the treatment the machine could
provide. He is still following up the matter
with considerable interest and the information
he brings back to me is that in many parts of
the world people are interested in the same kind
of treatment and quite a lot of work is being
done on it.

It seems the Government is adopting a dog-in-
the-manger attitude about the Tronado machine.
In a question on the 15th September I asked what
was the position in regard to the existing machine.
The reply was that the Government had not
changed its mind about it, which means it still
accepts the opinion that it is of no value; and
although the Government had received offers for
the machine it did not think the offers were high
enough.

So the machine is continuing to lie idle and
to rust at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. The
recommendation of the committee of inquiry that
the machine be given further trials has not been
followed up, and the Government wants to make.
certain that it is not made available to anyone
else who may want to make tests and carry out
clinical trials.

There is now available a very simple way to
prove whether or not the machine is of value.
The Minister for Health was part of a fairly
small audience at a lecture held last Thursday
evening at the office of the British High Commis-
sioner. Representatives from EMI gave a short
lecture on the whole-of-body scanner.

For about three years a brain scanning machine
has been operating at the Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital and this new machine is a further
development of that principle. In effect this
machine can scan and X-ray the whole of the
body in about 30 mm sections. The patient lies
down and the scanner throws up a vertical X-ray
on a plate or a television screen, and this can
then be Photographed. From the talk that was
given and from the plates that were displayed
we could see that by using the machine it is
possible to note whether cancers have increased
in size or whether their growth has been retarded.

I understand that this machine has been pur-
chased and will be installed at the Royal Perth
Hospital, and that a similar machine is used by

private practitioners -in Western Australia. Here
is the answer to the question of the effectiveness
of the Tronado machine.

When a patient has treatment on the Tronado
machine, the body scanner could be used and
photographs taken of the growth before and
during treatment. It could then be noted whether
the growth is increasing or decreasing. This is
a simple answer to the problem. With easily
controlled clinical trials, the Tronado machine
could be put back into use and it could be deter-
mined whether or not the growths are being
retarded. The answer is right there. If the
scans show that the cancers are continuing to
grow, then obviously the Tronado treatment is
of no benefit. However, if the scans show that
the cancers are decreasing, then the machine
must be of some benefit. I believe it takes
approximately 20 minutes to complete a scan
and to produce the results.

We have never said, of course, that the Tronado
machine is a cure for cancer; we believe it is a
palliative, and, used with other therapies and
treatments, it can be of great benefit. Some of
the patients who Were looked at and interviewed
by the board of inquiry are still alive and well,
I am pleased to say. Some of them have died,
but in several cases the cause of death has been
some other complication rather than the original
cancer. Possibly some complications are caused
by the treatment given to these patients by the
doctors!

If the Government is genuine, ii will not sell
the Tronado machine but will put it back into
operation under properly controlled conditions.
By taking regular scans and photographs of the
affected areas, we will know whether or not the
Tronado treatment has any effect. In view of
the recommendation of the committee of inquiry,
the Government has a responsibility to take some
action to put the machine back into use and
give the lead to other parts of the world. Perhaps
the Government could work Mi conjunction with
hospitals in other countries where research is
being carried out in regard to this form of treat-
ment.

I mentioned that a great deal of money is still
coming to us from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and that there has been a general change in
attitude towards some pensions. It has been pos-
sible for the Government to readjust its thinking
in some areas, and I refer particularly to the
allowance paid to parents of handicapped child-
ren.
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In fth explanatory nlotes of the Department Of
Social Security's Estimated Expenditure for 1977-
78. as tabled in Federal Parliament, under the
heading of, "Special Appropriations-Handicap-
ped thulds allowances", we find the following-

Part VIB of the Social Services Act
includes provision for a weekly allowance to
be paid to parents or guardians in respect
of children under 16 years of age who, be-
cause of the severity of their handicap, are
in need of constant special care and atten-
tion. The allowance is payable only where
the child is cared for in the family home.

The allowance of $15 pef week is designed
to assist parents and guardians maintain
severely mentally or physically handicapped
children at home rather than place them in
institutions. The allowance is not paid where
the child is accommodated in a voluntary
Organisation's homi which has been approved
for payment of the handicapped children's
benefit or in a nursing home.

If parents are prepared to keep their handicapped
children at home and nurse them there,- tbe Gov-
ernment is prepared to pay $15 a week to the
parents. I know of one particular case in my elec-
torate, and I believe there are a number of others.
People sometimes prefer to keep severely handi-
capped children at home, and so they are in re-
ceipt of this pension.

As members would imagine, these children re-
quire medical treatment, and many of them re-
ceive treatment at the Princess Margaret Hospital
for Children. Certain requirements such as dispos-
able gloves were made available free to the par-
ents because the children were kept at home.
However, what do we find now? The Princess
Margaret Hospital is charging the parents for
such items as disposable gloves which were pre-
viously supplied free. That is absolutely despic-
able. The $15 a week is not given to the parents
to provide medical treatment and requirements for
the children; it is paid because the parents are
saving the Government money by keeping the
child at home.

In this day and age $15 a week is of little con-
sequence. If the parents wish to go out once a
week, probably most of the $15 would go on
baby-sitting fees. For the Princess Margaret Hos-
pital now to charge the parents for these small
items associated with the medical treatment of
the child is a darned disgrace. Surely with the
millions of dollars which are provided annually
for the hospitals, the infinitesimal cost involved
in these cases would not even be noticed by the
authorities, and yet, the hospitals have ado-pted

the attitude that because the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is paying the parents $15 a week, they
will charge for these little medical odds and ends.
If the parents chose to put the child in an institu-
Lion, it would then cost the State Government,
and the Commonwealth Giovernment, I suppose,
something like $75 a week each.

Although this matter is of preat concern to a
handful of people only, it is one where the Gov-
ernment should show some compassion and
not be so mercenary because, as I said, the
amount involved is small. Certainly the parents
do not take from the hospital items that they do
not require. The doctors know what the parents
require, and the hospitals have the ability to con-
trol expenditure in that direction. I -hope th@
hospital will reconsider its attitude; it should be
reasonable with these parents who do have the
option to put their children into hospitals or in-
stitutions, because this would cost both Govern-
ments a great deal more.

I am alarmed that as yet no medical director
has been appointed to the Alcohol and Drug
Authority. The scandal which started last year
is continuing and there has been no improvement
in the treatment used or in the success rate of the
patients.

I was highly critical of the previous mnedical.
director, and with some justification because,
after all, he did submit his resignation. I believe
he then sought to withdraw it, but the Govern-
ment would not let him; it said it was time for
him to go. That reflects that in the main what
I was saying about the director was right. He
tried to embarrass the Governm.ent by tendering
his resignation on the day before the election,
but the Government did not announce his resig-
nation until the day after the election.

Mr Harman: Where is he now?

Mr DAVIES: I believe he has gone back to
England, but I am not certain. I do not care
where he is, as long as he stays away. He
finally quit the department on the 4th March
this year, and as yet the position has not been
advertised. Back in August of this year I asked
the Minister when it was intended that an ap-
pointment would be made, and he replied that
an advertisement was being prepared and would
be circulated nationally and internationally. This
week I asked a further question; I asked when
the advertisement would be issued, and the
answer I received was that it would be issued
forthwith. I would imagine that if "forthwith"
means what I think it means, the advertisement
is now on its way.
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However, what a scandal this is. Without
doubt we are talking about the greatest problems
in our community-drugs and alcohol-and the
Alcohol and Drug Authority has been drifting
along without a medical director since the 4th
March last. It has only an acting medical
director and I belieVe-and I am subject to
correction here-that he is not a psychologist but
only a general practitioner. I do not know any-
thing about his work, but I am told the authority
is now effecting 10-day cures. People are brought
in to dry out and are given a bed and looked
after for 10 days, and then they are put out on
the street allegedly cured. What stupidity that
is!

I am not having a shot at the Minister for
Health, because I know the ADA is autonom-
ous. However, if it has discovered a 10-day
cure for alcoholism the fortunes of the State
are made. Indeed, a television show was oni the
air earlier this year-perhaps only six or seven
weeks ago--which gave quite a boost to the
ADA institution, and I thought perhaps I had
been making some mistakes and that the staff
there were doing better than I thought they
were. The television show gave a case study
of a man who was leaving the institution and
who was going to make good and get hack into
society after his 10-day cure. I was beginning
to feet that I had drawn some wrong conclus-
sions; but when the show concluded it showed
that he was back in the institution within a week.

That is precisely what will happen in almost
every case. We are not really attacking the
problem, and there are no tO-day cures. Treat-
ment involves long periods during which it ap-
pears that money is being wasted and that no
success is being achieved. There was a success
rate under the previous system, but now we can
refer to the ADA only as a drying out area
where little real concern is shown for the huge
underlying problems of alcoholismn and drug
addiction.

Indeed, we were discussing this matter only
earlier this week, and a doctor suggested to me
that at least 50 per cent of the people in hos-
pital at any one time are there as a direct or*
indirect result of alcohol. He. suggested -that
50 per cent might be an underestimate. That
figure includes road accident victims, because
many road accidents are caused directly by
alcohol. This merely highlights how great the
problem is.

The situation is similar in respect of the drug
problem. Just consider the trouble we have had
recently over methadone because doctors are
not allowed to prescribe methadone tablets. Some

doctors practising. privately in the community
are doing a genuine job and are having some
success with their "druggies" but it is now almost
impossible for them to operate successfully be-
cause they are not able to prescribe the proper
treatment. As a result, we see in today's paper,
in yesterday's paper, and in almost every paper
that we read, that a chemist's shop has been
broken into. I think'the last one was the Night
Owl Pharmacy in Canning Highway, South
Perth.

Despite the fact that chemists must take pre-
cautions and lock up their drugs, these breaking
and entering off ences are continuing, and the
people concerned take only the money and the
drugs; that is all they are interested in. It is
now suggested that chemists may be struck off
the register if they dispense a forged prescription,
and that suggestion is quite ridiculous. How
would a chemist know that a prescription is
forged when it is handed to him on a doctor's
printed prescription form bearing a signature,
and one generally cannot read doctors' signatures
anyway? How would he know it was a forgery,
unless it was perfectly obvious that it was, when
the prescription bears the proper tabulation for
the drug? A chemist may dispense that prescrip-
tion in all honesty and then be told that because
it was forged he will be struck off the register.
That is totally unjust.

What has happened to the Government's agree-
ment to mny earlier suggestion that 'druggies" bc
issued with identity cards which entitle themn to
a ration of tablets? The previous Minister for
Health seemed to think it was a good idea, and
he advanced it as his own suggestion. I was
quite happy for him to do that. However, no
real attempt has been made to cope with the
problem;, and ithe ADA which should be doing
the work is drifting along without doing any kind
of a good job. All it is doing is keeping these
people off the streets for a short period and then
putting them back on the streets and expecting
them not to return. How sincere is the Govern-
ment when the ADA has had no medical director
since the 4th March?

Mr Ridge: A very competent person has been
filling in. I think you are being unkind when you
say the ADA is just drifting along and keeping
a few "druggies" off the streets.

Mr DAVIIES: No, I am not being unkind; I
am being perfectly factual. The ADA is not
getting to the root of the problem.

Mr Ridge: That is an expression of opinion, and
you are entitled to it. However, as I said, I
believe you are being quite unfair to the authority
when you criticise it in that* way.
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Mr DAVIES: If the Minister is able to prove
to me that I am wrong, I will be delighted to
admit it; but I think this authority which was
established with such great hope that it would
do a good job in attacking the problem, has
failed miserably.

Mr Ridge: It is an increasing problem:, it has
grown rapidly and the authority is trying to cope
with this growth. It is not an easy task.

Mr DAVIES: What is it doing about attempting
to stop the problem?

Mr Ridge: Give them time and I am sure you
will find they will be very successful in their
work. They are a comparitively new group.

Mr DAVIES: As yet no success is apparent.
Recently-I think it came out during the Loan
Estimates debate--we heard a suggestion that an
amount of $150000 would be allocated for a
halfway house, and subsequently we saw a Press
announcement saying this would be done. On
the same day I received a telephone call from an
organisation asking me why the Government was
doing this because it had 17 vacant beds for what
it termed "halfway" patients; that is, those who
are drying out and are trying to get back into
the community. That is only one private
organisation, and it had 17 beds available.

Mr O'Neil: Are you able to give the name
of the organisation?

Mr DAVIES: Yes, because I asked a question
on the matter in the House on Tuesday. One
of the gentlemen who associated with the Com-
mittee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse phoned
me and told me the name of the church group
which had the beds available, and I told him it
was no good his telling me about it and that he
should tell the Minister. Mr Turner, the chair-
man of the committee, has written to the Minister
and sent copies of his letter to the ADA and to me.
The Minister said he would be pleased to see
them.

Mr Ridge: And I will be, too.

Mr DAVIES: I hope he will. Is this yet another
example of the ADA saying, "We are the prin-
cipal people in this field. Give us the money and
we will do it"? The ADA should know what is
available in the community, but the situation is
not being properly assessed by the department. It
should have a look at Field House in Mt. Lawley,
and at the Holyoake centre and some of these
other private organisations. I admire the tremen-
dous Work being done by these people. I could
not see myself in the role of trying to save alco-
holics, yet there are people in these centres who
are prepared to bathe them, dres them, and feed

and nurse them, when half the time the people
concerned are alcoholic lunatics, going on with all
the nonsense in the world. These people are so
full of compassion they are prepared to do these
things. I could not do it; I would not have the
intestinal fortitude-or guts, if you like--to look
after these people.

I admire the work they are doing, but what kind
of treatment are they getting from this Govern-
ment? The Minister should go out 1o Field House
and see for himself. They are told by the Gov-
ernment, 'I do not know whether we can give
you any money or assistance, because you take
their unemployment benefits or their invalid pen-
sions or their social security pensions." This sort
of thing is happening in nursing homes all over
the State; patients do not get a penny of their
pensions, because the money goes straight into
the revenue of the nursing home, Yet at these
places like Field House, the patients are given
money for cigarettes, toiletry requirements and
other essentials. In addition, the patients work
around the house, doing odd jobs. They help
with the cooking and gardening and are given
encouragement. These homes are trying to get
alcoholics back into the community, yet the
Government is not willing to help them.

Mr Ridge: That is not so; it is a. lot of non-
sense.

Mr DAVIES: It is not a lot of nonsense;, has
the Minister ever been out to Field House?

Mr Ridge: No I have not.

Mr DAVIES: Then how does the Minister
know what he is talking about? Let him go out
to Field House and see for himself! The ADA
will not even talk to these people.

Mr Ridge: It is a figment of your imagination.

Mr DAVIES: Only a few months ago these
people said, "We cannot get through to the ADA.
We are trying to do these things and to look after
people and help them with their problems, but
we cannot get anywhere with the ADA." The
Federal Government is just as bad.

Mr Ridge: If I am requested to take action by
these people, I will direct the ADA to go out to
Field House.

Mr DAVIES: Oh, for goodness sake; I do not
think I should follow that line of argument any
further-

Mr Nanovich: No, because the Minister has
won his point.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister needs the member
for Whitford to help him. The Minister says that
if he is requested to take action, he will direct
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the ADA to talk to these people. The ADA is
the co-ordinating authority, and is supposed to
know what is going on.

Mr Ridge: If officers of the ADA have refused
to go out and see these people-which I do not
believe-I will direct them to do so.

Mr DAVIES: These people have said they can-
not get any co-operation from the ADA.

Mr Ridge: What is the problem with the ADA?

Mr DAVIES: Is it still buying one motor ve-
hicle for every administrative staff member? The
Minister should just have a look at the questions
and answers which appear in last year's Hansard
relating to this matter.

Mr Ridge: I have read them,

Mr DAVIES: The Minister should be ashamed
of the way the staff and administration of the
ADA have looked after themselves, instead of
spending the money in the way it was meant to
be spent.

Mr Ridge: I am not ashamed of anything.

Mr DAVIES: The ADA should be doing the
job it was established to do. The people I have
mentioned are giving their own time for the
benefit of the community; they are doing a job
which I would not have the guts to do, yet they
cannot obtain any help or encouragement from
the Government. The ADA has mucked up the
whole system; the whole concept of how the
ADA originally was going to work has been
broken down. 1 only hope a more practical
approach is taken to this problem so that we can
see results from this body.

Mr Deputy Speaker, I have taken longer than
I anticipated on this matter, and I have so many
other problems left to discuss, I am not quite
sure which ones I should deal with.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member has approximately 10 minutes remaining.

Mr Tonkin: A problem a minute.

Mr DAVIES: I believe I should discuss com-
munity welfare. A matter of great concern to the
staff of the department is the handling of in-
mates. Is the action 'taken of benefit to the
offender, and is it producing the results which are
going to protect the community from similar
crimes in the future?

Sitting suspended from 12.45 lo 2.15 p.m~.

Mr DAVIES: If the treatment being afforded
to juvenile offenders is successful one would ex-
pect that having once passed through the child

welfare institutions or the community welfare in-
stitutions, that would be the last of them. But I
am told that at least 50 per cent of the children
who go to Longmore are guaranteed to return
there. I do not think that is a very good record.
Quite' a few of them offend on only a single
occasion and never return but a hard core of
juvenile offenders is constantly on the books of
the Department for Community Welfare and in
some respects is becoming the despair of the
staff.

I am wondering whether the department is
really-aware of this problem. I have looked at its
annual report. There is a great deal of detail in
it but it does not indicate how many are offend-
ing more than once. It indicates that age 14
seems to be the worst age for offenders. 1 am
wondering whether the department is really con-
cerned with the nitty-gritty, the practical appli-
cation, of treating these offenders and whether
there is proper liaison with the Police Depart-
ment. I also ask whether the staff are happy with
the position because I understand there are some
rumblings in that regard, particularly with res-
pect to Longmnore.

When an offender comes before the courts on a
serious charge he or she is usually given a pen-
alty and handed over to the Department for Comn-
munity Welfare for maximum security detention
for treatment, training, and discipline. This sounds
very good and we hope good wilt come of it, but
I wonder also whether the severity of the sen-
tences being handed down by the courts really
means anything.

For instance, recently a lad who had previously
been before the courts for breaking and entering
was before the court on 25 charges. The magis-
trate said to him, "If you ever come before this
court again you will go to gaol." The following
day he was dealt with for 15 more charges and
handed over to the Department for Community
Welfare for maximum security holding for treat-
ment, training, and discipline. That lad must
surely be laughing at the type of sentence handed
down, because it is London to a brick on that
after a few months he will be back in the com-
munity.,

I refer also to another case which I am advised
happened. These are serious cases and perhaps
they are not exactly typical, but they give rise
to concern. Three lads had been away on an
outing and were to be picked up at Perth railway
station, but none of them was there. They had
all absconded. The man who was to pick them
up then returned to Longmore. One of the lads
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returned to Loagmore shortly afterwards-I sup-
pose he surrendered, if that is the right word-
and the other iwo were still at large.

This lad told the authorities that the other
two lads were going to steal the car of the father
of one of the children. No action was taken to
alert the father that this was proposed. The
staff knew about it and were told what the plan
was. But they explained that these young
offenders are given to blabbing amongst them-
selves and boast what they are going to do. If
they say they are going to do it, at least they
are going to attempt it.

The SPEAKER: The member has four minutes
remaining.

Mr DAVIES: No action was taken to alert
the father. As it turns out, his car was not stolen
but a neighbour's car was stolen and smashed
up and the two offenders were returned some
time later. No action for restitution could be
taken against them although I suppose $10 000
or $12 000-worth of damage was done.

Recently a newspaper reported a case of a
rapist who had been szent to Longmore. The'
authorities felt he was so sorry for what he had
done that they made him a birthday cake, knitted
him bed socks, and gave him a birthday card;. he
also had cigarettes and special privileges- This
is the type of treatment which is handed out.
This is the kind of treatment a rapist will get
from -these people.

Mr O'Neil: This was a juvenile offender?

Mr DAVIES: He is in gaol now, but he was
old enough to know what he was doing. These
sorts of people go to Loogmore for assessment.
Of course, they are shrewd enough to be able
to manipulate the people there and pretend to
show regret for what they have done. A report
then goes to the court and psychologists assess
the report. I have said previously in this House
that a very good definition of a psychologist is
a blind man looking for a black hat in a dark
room because they seem to grope around and
come up with a suggestion that people do these
sorts of things because they were not properly
potty trained, or some such nonsense.

-1 wonder how much money we are spending
on such people, whether the money we are spend-
ing is giving us the right results, and whether
we are effecting any reasonable cure or making
them realise that they have committed serious
offences.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr DAVIES: I have only four minutes.

I am not advocating that the youths should be
taken back to the cells, locked in chains, and
whipped. That is a lot different from giving them
cigarettes, which is against the law anyway. At
Longmore they are given special privileges, such
as the use of TV sets and they can watch the
movies, including "R"-rated films. They are rated
as "Rt", not from the sex angle but because of the
violence involved. The youths are allowed phone
calls and sweets, and some were even taken to
the Kenisington Police Boys Club and taught how
to use rifles.

I am complaining about the attitudes of psy-
chologists and the realities of trying to get these
children back into the community. These young-
sters must be trained so that they can take a reas-
onable place in the community where they can
be of some value.

Sir Charles Court: Are you suggesting that a
good kick in the backside would be better?

Mr DAVIES: I would agree with the Premier.
As a child I grew up with a certain fear of the
local police sergeant and any child who did some-
thing wrong may have got a kick in the behind.
However, if that were to happen today, people
would consider it to be police brutality.

Sir Charles Court: if you people would tell us
that you would not complain we might consider
the proposition.

Mr DAVIES: These young people should be
made to realise that what they have done is wrong,
and they should be taught how more properly
they could take a better place in the world and
make a useful living for themselves. I have a lot
more to say on this, but as I have only a short
time left I hope I have got my-message across.

The reward system does not always produce
good results and I wonder whether the conditions
in which these children are currently housed are
to the best advantage of the community. If these
children have offended they should be punished
so that they understand what they have done is
wrong. The children should be able to leave the
institution and take their place in the community.
Hopefully, because of the treatment they receive.
they will not return to the community and offend
again. People who have no control over the sit-
uation should not be faced with the prospect of
having a car seriously damaged, or be faced with
similar acts of destruction.

MR WAIT (Albany) [2.25 p.m.J: I would like
to give an airing to a couple of items related
mainly to my electorate. Hopefully, unlike the
member for Mundaring, my remarks will not be
too controversial.
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Mr Skidmore- You are a sensible speaker.

Mr WATT: The first item concerns the provi-
sion of dental therapy units. I commend the Fed-
eral and State Governments for the introduction
of these very worth-while community facilities
in three schools in my electorate. Already they
have proven to be of considerable value in con-
tributing to the dental health of the students who
attend those schools.

When these units were in the planning stages I
was critical of the fact that they were being lo-
cated at the Yakamia, Albany, and Spencer Park
schools. The most urgent need for any of the
three units was atthe Lockyer school. That school
is located in an area I would describe as being
a lower socio-economic district. It was reasonable
to assume that dental treatment would be more
greatly needed in that area.

I consulted officers of the Public Health De-
partment who were concerned with the construc-
tion of these units, and I was informed they had
gone into this aspect very carefully. I was told
chat while a unit would not be established at the
Lockyer school, the units would be strategically
placed so that all children in the town would be
catered for. Children from other schools would
be transported to schools with the dental therapy
units.

I have been able to discuss the matter again
with the people who are responsible for running
the units and I am now told that it is a tragedy
that one of the units was not located at the
Lockyer school, because everything I said has
turned out to be true. Unfortunately, it is of no
use shutting the gate after the horse has bolted.

We should learn by our mistakes and clearly
we made a mistake on this occasion. it raises
the whole question of community involvement in
decision making.

Mr McFver-. Did you say there were three
dental therapy units in Albany?

Mr WAT:- Yes, and in addition there is a
mobile unit which serves outlying schools.

Mr Mclver: Congratulations! I cannot get
one unit for Wundowie, and I have been trying
for three years.

Mr Stephens: Albany is a very big and pros-
perous area.

Mr WATT: If I could get a word in. I would
like to continue with my speech. A good example
of what I am trying to say occurred recently
when some extensions were planned to the Albany
Primary School. - That school has recently been
established as a result of an amalgamation of

the old senior and junior primary schools. The
extensions inl question will complete the last phase
of the amalgamation.

A local firm of architects was given a com-
mission to prepare the necessary drawings and I
am pleased that a local firm was engaged for this
work. The 'first thing the architect did was to
visit the school and talk with the principal in
order to obtain a better understanding of the
needs of the school.

After preparing some rough drawings, the archi-
tect returned to the school and once again
consulted with the principal. Together they were
able to establish modifications, thanks to the
principal's experience in education- matters. The
architects were then able to proceed with the
actual working plans. They then sent the 'plans
back to the school again and the principal bad
a conference with his staff and invited them to
make suggestions as to how these plans might
be further improved, if it was possible to improve
them. The staff were able to make a number of
small suggestions.

in fairness, it is a fact that the building has not
yet been completed. I believe it is reasonable to
assume that most of the problems which were
overcome by that consultation method would
probably not have been overcome if the building
had been built in the normal way with the use
of the Public Works Department architects.

I am told that the PWD Architectural Division
is blamed for a number of mistakes. I cannot
vouch for the authenticity of that claim, because
I have no personal knowledge of it. However, I
think it is true to say that the PWD Architectural
Division has grown into a very largo, organisation.
Quite frankly, big organisations do have a tend-
ency to become somewhat bureaucratic and difii-
cult to manage. I am reminded of the old saying
that a horse is a camel designed by a committee.
These things sometimes get out of hand. Someone
recently suggested to mae that an elephant was
a mouse which was built to PWD specifications;,
but I do not know whether that is a fair criticism
of the PWD.

Mr Pearce: It is the other way around.

Mr WATT: The building and planning branch
of the Education Department, under the direction
of Dr Walk ington and under the direct control
of Peter Barrett who is ably asisted by his staff,
in may opinion, does an excellent job. I believe
it would be difficult in the circumstances under
which the branch works for it to achieve more
than it does, hut ihe situation could be improved
if architects from the PWD Architectural Division
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were seconded to the branch on a permanent
basis. I feel if the staff of the branch had their
own specialist architects they would be able to
involve themselves in a closer and more realistic
type of consultation with those schools which are'
to be affected.

Mr P. V. Jones: They have one there now.

Mr WATT: I have just been told by the Min-
ister that an architect has been seconded to the
branch from the PWD Architectural Division.

Mr Skidmore: You will have to speak up. I
cannot hear because of the buzz of conversation
coming from the back benches.

Mr WATT: On a recent occasion when I
discussed the matter, I was given the impression
it was extremely unlikely that an architect would
be seconded; therefore, the Minister's indication
comes as a surprise and I amn very pleased to hear
it.

Ultimately greater efficiency will be achieved
in the building of schools by the removal of an
attitude which I detect in some places, especially
in Government circles. The attitude is that if the
Government is spending the money there is just
no end to it; nothing but the best will do. People
do not seem to be prepared to compromise and
take a pragmatic approach to the problem. They
do not seem to realise that sometimes it is neces-
sary to accept a situation which is a little less
than perfect. They seem to take the view that the
Government has a bottomless purse and they can
go on spending money indefinitely.

I concede the point that if one is doing a job
it is best, if possible, to do that job correctly
the first time and save money later. However, I
believe some of our civil servants need to be a
little more realistic and less demanding in their
wants. I say "wants" advisedly, and not "needs".
Many of them would never succeed in private
enterprise where they would have to try to justify
an expense, with limited capital, in order to
produce a profit. However, profit to many people
seems to be a dirty word. They are quite happy
for private entrepreneurs to advance risk capital,
but when it looks as if the venture may return
a profit, we hear screams all around from some
sections of the community.

I think it is time we made it compulsory to
report profits in terms of percentage of capital
rather than in dollars only. A company may re-
turn a profit of $10 million-it may be a big
corporation-and the knockers think it is scan-
dalous.

Mr Mclver: They would not make $10 million
uinder this Government.

Mr WATT: However, it may represent only 2
per cent on the capital invested in that particular
venture.

But 1 have digressed from the point I want to
reinforce. If we intend to get value for the
dollars spent on Government buildings, especially
in country areas, we have to establish a closer
liaison between the people who are designing and
planning the buildings and those who will be
affected by them, because they will be using them.

Last night the member for Gosntells spoke about
a hall in his electorate which was poorly designed.
I think this highlights the point I am making.
Had there been consultation, this may have been
avoided and the extra cost involved in rectifying
the problem the member spoke of may not have
been necessary.

I shall now turn to another subject which
relates to boating safety on the south coast and
the provision of a Harbour and Light Department
inspector to serve the area. For some rime I have
been concerned at the present system which pro-
vides for periodic visits to the region by an
inspector. I believe this is quite inadequate.

Albany is the major town along the south
coast and also it is a major tourist resort. Apart
from a very considerable number -of residents
who own their own boats, this area attracts
literally thousands of boat owners during the
summer months.

I am told by the President of the Albany Sea
Rescue Squad that as many as 80 boat trailers
have been counted at Emu Point on the one day
in the summer. Obviously this means that over
the course of a day the total number of boats
which would be using facilities along the south
coast would be many times more than that. The
number would probably be in the hundreds. If
one adds to this the number of boats at other
resorts in the area, such as Esperance, Hopetoun,
Bremer Bay, Denmark, Nornalup and Walple,
we arrive at a fairly large number of craft. These
areas all attract a considerable holiday population.
Farmers as well as people from the metropolitan
area and inland towns like to come down to
places of this nature. Many of these people have
boats. If one also adds to that figure the number
of people who go boating at places such as
Cheynes Beach, Two People Bay, Torbay, William
Bay, Peaceful Bay and many of the other smaller
bays along the coast, it is clear that the number
of boats we are looking at which are actually
putting to sea would be literally many hundreds
per week. Exactly how many boats would be
involved would be no more than an educated
guess.
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Recently I asked a question in the House to
see whether there is any method of determining
from the registration of boats, the number of
boats that are actually located in the great south-
ern and south coastal regions. Unfortunately.
there is no breakdown of those numbers and
the department was unable to help me. I was
very disappointed about that, because it would
have helped reinforce my argument.

My real concern is for safety; not safety of
boats but safety of people. in reply to another
question in the House, I was advised that one
of the areas of responsibility of the Harbour and
Light Department inspectors is the enforcement of
the Navigable Waters Regulations which relate
to the control of private craft, and the Western
Australian Marine Act of 1948 which relates to
commercial craft.

According to the annual report of the Harbour
and Light Department these two Acts are des-
cribed as follows-

Western Australian Marine Act, 1948.
Under this Act and its Regulations the

Department is responsible for:-
(a) The proper manning and survey of

all commercial craft operating
within the State, including fishing,
pearling and whaling vessels.

Paragraph (b) is particularly important and it
reads as follows-

(b) Safety of life at sea.

The provisions of the Navigable Waters Regula-
tions state-

The Department controls all foreshores in
the State, both coastal and inland, below
high water mark and is responsible for safe
navigation and the preservation of good order
in all navigable waters of the State.

It seems to me that the Western Australian
Marine Act contains some very desirable features
which do not appear to be in the summary of
duties in the Navigable Waters Regulations. One
of the features which I believe is particularly
important is part (b) which covers safety of
life at sea.

Mr Skidmore: I can assure you you have my
full attention.

Mr WATT: Two part-time honorary inspectors
have been appointed; but quite clearly there is a
limit to the amount of time these inspectors can
make available. While this is of some assistance,
it is not the answer to the problem.

I also believe that when an honorary inspector
tells somebody to do something, he does not have
quite the same authority as a fully-fledged Harbour
and Light Department inspector. Therefore, the
boating people would probably not take this ad-
vice quite as seriously as they would take the
advice of a departmental inspector.

The Albany Sea Rescue Squad does an excellent
job. At this point I place on record my appreci-
ation of the work it does. Apart from its rescue
work it does a lot of voluntary patrols of the
waters around Albany. The members of the
squad are not asked to do it, but do so purely
and simply because they are interested in the
safety of the boating public.

I was recently speaking to the president of
that organisation and he told me of a number
of incidents, a couple of which I feel I might
relate to demonstrate the point I am trying to
make. He mentioned that on one occasion they
approached a libreglass runabout of I5 to 16 feet,
loaded with people, including women and children,
and with a considerable supply of beer stacked
on the cabin. They were anchored in close
proximity to a whale moored near Cheynes Beach
Whaling Station, waiting to be processed.

The patrol boat approached the party and
warned it that it was a rather dangerous place
in which to be, mainly because of the presence of
sonic rather large sharks. The occupants of the
boat, who were all in fairly high spirits, said they
were fishing for a large shark and told the memn-
bers of the patrol to please go away-or words
to that effect which would almost certainly be
regarded as unparliamentary.

On another occasion the patrol boat came
across two farmers fishing on the south side of
Eclipse Island. Members who have been there will
know that this is not a safe place, especially in
a little 10-foot pram dinghy with a 10 horse-
power motor at the back. At the time the weather
was not too bad, but it can change so quickly
in that area that it would not have been possible
for the fishermen to make their way back to shore
before the weather overtook them. Members of
the patrol suggested likewise to these people th -at
it would be a good idea to return to shore, but
once again the reply was the same, this time by
gesture and a few well chosen words. The fisher-
men told the patrolmen that they had no intention
of going along with the request.

While the members of this squad are doing a
good job, they have no authority and therefore
cannot force people to return to shore. That is
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why I suggest very definitely there ought to be
someone with authority down thene to deal with.
the whole aspect of boat safety.

In reply to my question asking how many days
had been spent by inspectors on the south coast
in the last three years I was advised that in 1974-
75 they had spent 15* days while in 1975-76
they had spent 14+ days, I thought that the
figures demonstrated how desperately they are
trying to indicate their presence, because they
included even the half days. In 1976-77 so far
they have spent 23 days there. It is encouraging
that at least this year there has been a slight
increase; but frankly it is nowhere near enough.

A resident inspector could be involved in many
aspects of boat safety. H~e could take part in
public relations exercises of various sorts. He
could help to educate people in boat safety as
well as undertake the usual duties of inspection
of boats and navigational aids along the coast.

Earlier this year I chaired a public meeting at
Albany, present at which were representatives
from the Albany Sea Rescue Squad, the Profes-
sional Fishermens Association, the police, the
Harbour and Light Department, the Princess Royal
Sailing Club, and members of the ordinary boating
public. The unanimous view expressed at the
meeting was that in the interests of safety an
inspector should be appointed to the south coastal
region as soon as possible. Such an inspector
should also be trained in the art of swinging a
compass. I understand this responsibility is en-
trusted to only a few people and, with the growing
fishing fleet in Albany, more compasses must be
professionally tested and swung, and as a con-
sequence the fishermen are frequently inconveni-
enced by having to wait for an officer from Perth
to do this particular task.

I am told by people who have done this work
for the department and during wartime that it is
not a particularly difficult art to learn and so I
believe that these regional based Harbour and
Light Department inspectors should be given that
additional task, because in the interests of the
boating community a lot of time would be saved.

I appreciate the efforts being made by the
Government. Indeed considerable progress has
been made on the staff ceilings set. I know every-
one could say that if an additional person were
appointed here or there it would not make much
difference. However, if this were done the whole
,ituation would soon be completely out of hand.
Nevertheless in this particular case we are deal-
ing with safety and that makes it a different kettle
of fish from, perhaps, a clerk doing a desk job
,omnewhere.

1 am talking about people's lives in an area
where the sea is kno'kn to be quite treacherous
at times. With the increasing affluence in the
oommunity boating is becoming a popular pastime
and the number of boats in use is increasing
dramatically. The sumnmert season is almost on us
and the time to act is now. Therefore I hope the
Government, at the earliest possible date, will see
lit to appoint a resident inspector. In those cir-
:umstances at least if a boating accident does occur
no-one will be able to point the finger at the
Government and say it did not care because it
had not appointed an inspector.

In conclusion I simply want to be on record as
laying that' $he Budget is another example of
responsible economic management, in difficult
times. The Al bany regio n has fared. pretty welt
and will continue to progress. We are on the
threshold of expanding and exciting times in the
fishing industry and I hope that by next year we
will learn of the succss of the joint venture be-
tween Southern Ocean Fish Processors and Brit 'ish
Whaling Trawlers. I believe there is a tremendous
future -for the industry there and that it and the
development of port facilities, factories, and so on,
are what Albany has been searching for a long
time. ' ' -

Mr Davies: Are they mar'keting yet-2Southern
Ocean Fish Processors?

Mr WATT: No. The first of the ships has not
arrived and the factory is only in the early stages
of construction.

Mr Davies: Are Southern Ocean Fish Processors
still marketing?

Mr WATT: No. It went out of operation pend-
ing the successful commencement of the new
venture.

With those remarks I compliment the Govern-
ment on its Budget and support the measure.

MR DERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) 12.48 pi.mj]:
Last year, and almost completely out of the blue,
certainly most unexpectedly, the Government an-
nounced that it would constrtict replacement
buildings at the Wandarra School situated in
1-farborne Street, Wembley. In a sense it was not
so unexpected because it would be fairly accurate
to say that the Government was contemplating a
State general election in December, 1976, rather
than February, 1977. Nevertheless the announce-
ment was ma de and one can draw one's o*n
conclusions as to why it was announced so un-
expectedly that the replacement buildings would be
established although they had been so long over-
due.
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Mr Davies: They might have been overlooked
up to that time.

Mr BERTRAM: Oh yes A previous speaker
has referred to the great building work done by
Government officers and departments and therefore
it seems to me that some political interference
mitht have been involved in this particular case.

It was indicated initially that the replacement
building would be constructed rather close and
handy to the principal's office, the administration
black. However, I am told the architect decided
subsequently that it should not be built in that
location, but it should be somewhere else. As it
turned out, that is where the building was con-
structed-somewhere else, in a position which I
would say, as a layman, was the proper place for
it to have been built. In any event, the parents
believe that where it is now is where it should
be, and not where it was originally intended to
be positioned.

With the shifting of the site of the building,
which comprises six classrooms, the Government
neglected and refused-perhaps "refused" is more
accurate-to reorganise the planning of the build-
ing so that it would be efficient. The result is
that the new school building is actually function-
ing but it is situated almost out of sight of the
principal's office;, something like 130 metres. away.
Incidently, the buildings are not connected by
telephone.

Mr Davies: Is there a bicycle track?

Mr BERTRAM: Something like that would be
necessary in order to sprint the distance. The
member for Victoria Park seems to have caught
on quite quickly. The principal's office is some-
thing like 130 metres from where his children and
his staff arc situated most of the time. In order
to have morning and afternoon tea, the teachers
have to parade 130 meitres hack to the adminis-
tration block. Members can imagine the chaos
when it happens to be raining immediately before
or after the tea break. When the telephone
rings either the call is not heard or somebody
has to stop work and sprint 130 metres to find
the principal or whoever is involved in the call,
and then sprint back-if he is able to sprint-
and so it goes on.

This is a completely ludicrous and absurd type
of situation, and something which surety cannot
be said to be the responsibility of the ordinary
staff members of the Education Department. Some-
body else had come in and said that something
will be done, and the quicker the announcement of
the decision the better.

I would like the Minister to let me into the
secret: what precedent is there for this type of
situation where the principal of a school is situ-
ated 130 metres from the school-almost out of
sight of it? Better still, I would like the Minister
to give me some good precedent where this type
of situation has occurred elsewhere in the State
or elsewhere in the world-preferably in this
State. If the Minister does not have a good pre-
cedent, can he quote any precedent? I look for-
ward to the Minister informing me where this
situation does exist, either during debate or by
letter.

I should say that certainly the principal, or the
temporary principal, has not complained to me
about this situation at all. He did not have to.
I do not know his opinion on the matter, so [ do
not implicate him in any way; that would be
wrong and unfair. However, the -parents have made
no mistake in saying that they are distressed about
the situation.

The Premier, when speaking about those people
he refers to as "Joe Blows" -analogous with

-peasants-said that we do not need to place so
much emphasis on school buildings; we should
press for quality of education. Who, may I ask.
really disputes that? Those remarks come fairly
easily from the Premier, and sonic of his sup-
porters. Perhaps most of them in this State are
in the position where they already have good
schools, building-wise. it does not come quite so
easily from those of us-or the parents-who find
their schools are temporary buildings nearly a
quarter of a century old. If we are to, have re-
placement buildings surely they should be built
in an efficient manner. That has niot been done
in the case of the Wandarra Primary School.

In the case I am mentioning the replacement
building has been completed and is functioning.
I am urging that the school be made efficient at
the earliest possible moment, rather than having
to continue in the way I have indicated. Many
other disabilities arise as a consequence of the
geography I have just mentioned. We want some
urgent attention to this particular question. it has
to be borne in mind that the Wandarra Primary
School is one where the principal is obliged to
teach classes on approximately three days a week.
Members will realise how that aggravates the posi-
tion I have outlined: the fact that the principal is
situated in an office with his telephone 130 metres
away from the rest of the school.

I do not know, but I imagine the principal has
already come to realise he has to set up some sort
of sub-branch office in the new building. If he has
done that, the only place available would be in a
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corner of one of the teaching rooms, and the only
corner I have seen which could be used would be
about 10 feet by 10 feet in dimensions. That would
be barely fair either.

The Government should discontinue its med-
dling in the affairs of the Education Department,
and allow the department to function and do its
job properly once a decision has been made. It is
fairly elementary knowledge that a building
which may be efficient in one locality may be
thoroughly inefficient and inappropriate if placed
in a different position. That is precisely what has
happened in the case of the Wandarra Primary
School.

The parents of the children who attend the
Wandarra Primary School have been exceptionally
patient and have waited a long time for the re-
placement of the school. It is absolutely unfair to
provide them with a re',lacement which is grossly
inefficient. Probably, there is no good precedent for
anything of this sort existing in this State at the
present time.

Another matter I want to mention during this
debate is that of nursing homes which operate
under the Nursing Homes Association Act. I
raise this matter not because any association of
nursing homes or any group of organisations has
approached me to do so--they have not. How-
ever, I have come across this situation by another
Means.

I understand there is an arrangement whereby
nursing homes are subsidised on what is called a
deficit financing basis. I imagine that means to
the extent that their expenditure exceeds their
revenue in a financial period an appropriate body
at Federal level pays the shortfall.

Mr Davies: They are only charitable organisa-
tions. I think there are about 23 of them in the
metropolitan area.

Mr BERTRAM: They are charitable organisa-
tions which are seeking to contribute to and do
the right thing by the community--the kinds of
organisation. which work hard and need encourage-
ment. To do the right thing by the community
for those who need help, they should niot have to
fight the private sector and the ravages of it any
more than is necessary. They should not have to
fight a battle for the right to do the right thing
by their fellow men. They should be encouraged,
particularly if it can be done at minimal expense.

If those organisations can be assisted to keep
their expenditure down, including capital expen-
diture, it should be done. If a State Government
department could possibly do that, thereby saving
the ultimate deficit which has to be funded in
the manner I have indicated, it should do it.

I am told-not necessa~ily with accuracy but I
think there is some substance to it--that in some
of the other States, if not all of them, arrange-
ments exist whereby these nursing homes are
enabled to buy certain of their goods through
the agency of the Government Stores Organisation
and perhaps also through the Tender Board of the
State. In Western Australia that is not so.
Whether or not there. is good reason for it is
another matter. There may be reasons for it but
it is a question of whether they are good reasons.

I am not sure whether assistance is given to any
organisations by the Government in this manner.
I am inclined to think some organisations of this
classification, or comparable to it, already receive
some assistance in the manner I have mentioned,
but the Treasurer can say whether or not that is
so. I am not saying they should not be given
assistance; all I am saying is whether or not they
are given assistance, organisations in the category
I have mentioned should be given such assistance
if it is at all reasonable and practical.

The little I know of the subject has persuaded
me that on the face of it there is an execellent
case for these people to be assisted. They are not
competitors. They are contributing to society,
not ripping off society; and they should not have
to contend with the people in society who spec-
ialise in ripping people off. They should not have
to fight that battle.

To the extent that they can buy their goods
through an appropriate Organisation, be it a
Government Organisation or otherwise, that avenue
should be made available to them. in the long
run the taxpayer will benefit because the deficit
funding coming from the Federal purse will be
diminished. It may well be that with a little bit
of organisation the nursing homes could buy in
bulk some of the supplies they require. It should
not be hard to do and would not need an army
of staff. The arrangements for it could be placed
in the hands of the organisations themselves. I
think they would be perfectly happy to do that so
that they could get the advantages which flow
from bulk buying.

I would like the Government to look into the
matter. It will not be breaking any new ground.
This is not the kind of Government I would be
asking to break new ground; I think I would be
wasting my breath. There is precedent for this
type of assistance, and I would like the Govern-
ment to look at the precedent and implement a
similar policy in this Statec unless there are excel-
lent reasons why the position here is different
from that in other States and it could not work.

Turning to the question of education, the schools
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in my electorate have not received very good
treatment from this and previous conservative
Governments-

Mr Mclver: Nor has any other Labor area.

Mr BERTRAM: -during the time I have had
the honour to represent the Mt. Hawthorn elec-
torate. I remember only too well that a Labor
Government about 1959 promised to have a
hall-gymnasium established at the Tuart Hill
Senior High School. The promise was not ful-
filled until about 13 years later by another Labor
Government. I suspect if statistics were available
we would find that the electorates which are held
by conservatives do much better than the elec-
torates we happen to represent, which in many
cases probably have a far greater claim to assis-
tance.

It so happens that the Tuart Hill Junior Primary
School is one of the schools which still have to
put up with Bristol-type temporary units which
are something like 25 years old. If one stamps
one's foot the whole building trembles; the ceilings
leak when it rains; and there are holes in the
floor boards through which one can drop pencils.
In the summer they are too hot for the children,
or the teachers for that matter, to be able to
concentrate.

Currently, what happens-and it is typical of
this Government because we see it all around-
is that when a slight protest is made in an area
Government policy usually is to rush somebody in
and let it appear that action is being taken. It
does not matter whether or not the action is
effective. so long as the Government is seen to
be on the ball. That is the drill, and that is
what is happening at the Tuart Hilt junior
Primary School.

It was announced that some of the stumps in
this broken down, ramshackle Bristol unit were
found to be infested with white ants, so within
a short space of time out came the troops to put
in a few new stumps. I am informed the colony
of white ants has moved up a few stumps, so I
imagine-consistent with well-worn precedent-
there will be another posse out to shove in another
couple of new jarrah stumps.

The P & C at the school has been and
is a diligent association. These people who con-
tribute their services, who work hard, and who
do not protest, are very often forgotten. This
happens in all walks of life. It is the squeaky
wheel which gets the grease, and the people who
do not complain are Pushed aside and neglected.
That is what has happened here.

The parents want the floors to be covered and
they want decent rooms for their children. This
school has a good teaching staff, and the teach-
ing staff and the children are entitled to fair
overage quality buildings. That is all they are
asking for; they do not want any glamour.

The parents are now in a dilemma. They
would very much like to cover the floors to stop
the icy draughts which come up through the
planks, but what is the point in doing that if
the whole building is to be replaced in a reas-
onably short time?.Certainly the building should
be replaced. How many of us would make addi-
tions and improvements to our dwellings if we
were contemplating selling in the very near future?
None of us would do that, and, -of course, this
is the problem facing the parents and citizens'
association. The parents feel that they are
snookered. The provision of new buildings is not
under their control, and therefore they do not
know what decision to make in regard to repairs.

Notwithstanding earlier promises from the Gov-
ernment, the latest move on this particular front
is the allegation that the school population does
not justify new buildings. In this regard I would
like to compare the population figures of the Tuart
Hill Primary School with those of the Wandarra
Primary School where a new building was pro-
vided quite suddenly and, as I say, out of the
blue, just before an election. Let us look at the
population profiles-as they are called-of these
two schools. The figures are-

1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976

March, 1977

Wandarra
Primary
School

171
182
151
165
161
176
157
165

Tuart Hill
Primary
School

307
283
267
258
258
253
236
262

It will be seen from those figures that popula-
tion-wise the Tuart Hill Primary 'School is much
bigger than the Wandarra Primary School, so on
a population argument, there Was no case at all
for the Wandarra Primary School to be con-
sidered first. The Government uses the school pro-
file population excuse, as a sort of fobbing-off
procedure, if there is no other excuse. It sounds
good, even if the argument lacks substance com-
pletely.
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Another Liberal Minister explained that we
were receiving insufficient Federal funds and that
this is why the school building programme has
been held up.

I would like to refer to question 781 which
appears on page 1611 of Hansard. Part (1) of the
question reads--

With respect to Bristol prefabricated school
rooms-
(1) How many are still in use in school-

(a) in the metropolitan region;
(b) in the ,nonmetropolitan regions?

The answer to part (1) wa5 as follows--
(a) 86 are being used as classrooms.
(b) 61 are being used as classrooms.

Part (2) asked the following-
What is the age of these units?

The reply was that they are 22 to 25 years old.
Part (3) asked-

How many have been demolished andfor
replaced?

The Minister replied that 124 had been demolished
or replaced. I would like the Minister at some
convenient time, and if necessary by letter, to
tell me which schools received the benefit in
these cases. Part (4) of the question asked-

How many is it planned to replace this
(1977-78) financial year?

And the Minister replied that it is planned to
replace 38. Once again. I would like to know
which particular schools are to be favoured with
these replacements. I would like to know the ones
that have already been built and the ones where
replacements are to occur. I would also like the
Minister to inform me of the basis upon which
the priorities were worked out.

Part (5) of the question asked the following-
Has the department any ongoing plan to
progressively replace these rooms?

The answer to that part of the question was
"Yes". I would like to know in precise terms,
and not just in a ftow of meaningless, high-sound-
ing, and nonsensical verbiage, what is the on-
going plan and where does the Tuart Hill Prim-
ary School rank in the order Of priorities. is
it last on the list or it is first, and in either Case,
why is it in that position?

I would like to mention one or two other as-
pects about the building and the arrangements at
the Tuart Hill Primary School. The Bristol build-
ing. the ramshackle thing which I have described,
contains, so I am informed, six classrooms and
three storerooms, and it has handbasins at each

end of the verandah. At one time one of these
storerooms-a very small room-was used for
migrant English classes. Yet another one of these
demountable classrooms was put up in a great
hurry alongside this temporary building which is
22 to 25 years old and is now being used as a
migrant English classroom.

As I have said, the ceilings are dangerous and
some of the walls move with wind gusts and
with the opening and closing of doors. This has
resulted already in a radio crashing to the floor.
The cold winds come up through the floor boards
in the winter and the heat is shocking in the
summer. These comments were made to me by
a responsible person whose credibility I would
not question and who possesses the knowledge to
be able to make these statements.

Extra storage space is required as that already
provided is far from adequate. More adminis-
tration space is necessary as the clerical assistant,
until recently, had her typewriter, desk, and so
on, in the principal's office. Of recent times she
has been tipped out of there and is now working
in what is really a corridor, right outside the
music room. She is continually interrupted in
her work by parents, children, and teachers mov-
ing through this little area in which she is work-
ing at the moment.

The staff room at this school is too small for
the staff and is grossly overcrowded when there
are visitors, such as student teachers, at the
school. There is a need for suitable cupboards
in this room, but 'there is insufficient space for
them unless they are attached to the wall at eye
level.

The school also requires a special storeroom
for the cleaner, who has to leave her cleaning
equipment in one of the overcrowded storerooms.
A sick bay should be provided; the only place
for this at the moment is in an overcrowded
passageway. And so it goes on.

The whole situation is thoroughly substandard,
and the Minister is asked urgently to do some-
thing about it and to fix a time when the jobs
will be done instead of fiddling around with
his excuses which are only humbug. We want
to know where we are going.

Another matter on which I would like to
touch has something to do with the Australian
Government. The member for Subiaco is con-
cerned that members of Parliament or Govern-
znents--or both-are not doing the right thing
so far as Australian defence is concerned. Not
only are they not doing the right thing in respect
of that, and we have evidence to support it, but
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also they are doing the wrong thing by e-service-
mcii. The policy seems to be that when people
are needed to fight wars we make representations
and promises to them, which are removed later
Without warning or proper notice.

For many, many years ex-servicemen have had
the right to certain assistance in respect of what
we call war service homes. Recently the Federal
Government decided to dispose of home sites for
veterans' housing at market prices; in other words,
to depart radically from what has been the policy
of Governments of either political persuasion for
years.

Suddenly, a radical change is being made. To
put it mildly, that is sharp practice, and it por-
trays the lack of credibility of the Austra-
lian Government. If ever a Government should
have gone out for being a lying Government, it
is the Fraser Government. I feel the public do
tolerate a fair amount of untruths in politics,
just as they have to tolerate a fair amount in
the private sector; but surely there must be some
limit to the extent to which a Government can
lie to and deceive the public.

I believe the Fraser Government should be
thrown out on that ground alone. It is true it
has made a horrible botch of other things, but
the people sooner or later must insist upon Gov-
ernments coming clean and telling the truth. The
people are prepared to give Governments some
leeway, and to let them putff like the salesmen
and con men of various kinds, but there must be
some limitations upon the misrepresentation that
Governments are permitted to get away with.
If the public do not face up to their responsibility
in this regard in the near future and are prepared
just to sit back and cop lying Governments, then
they deserve all they get.

A spokesman for the RSL said that about 700
veterans are waiting for Defence Service Homes
Corporation sites in Western Australia. These
are men who have shown a preference for a site
in a particular area and have been prepared to
wait until the essential services reach these sites.
They have served in the defence forces, and before
they served and while they were serving they
knew what the law was in respect of war service
homes, and they served on that basis. They ful-
filled their part of the contract.

They-came back, and instead of darting in and
grabbing a house or land and taking advantage
of their war service home loan, they sat back
and waited until they were ready and the services
were available to the land of their choice; and
now they are paying the penalty for that pru-
dence.

This situation has the ring of the position of
criminal law in this State, where so often people
pay the penalty for telling the truth. People are
often convicted for telling the truth where they
could not possibly have been convicted if they
held their tongues. That is a tragic state of affairs.

These es-servicemen have fulfilled their con-
tracts, and well known and established rights were
available to them which now have been snuffed
out unceremoniously with little or no notice and,
I would imagine, therefore with no consultation.
This is what the Fraser Government has done, and
I understand that the RSL and other bodies have
taken grave exception to what has been put over
these men. How many of us would not take the
gravest exception to this sort of manoeuvre: "Wait
until you have all you want out of the other con-
tracting party and then chop off your promise to
him"? That is what has happened.

Many es-servicemen, not only those who are
waiting and are entitled to war service assistance,
but also others who do not need the assistance or
who have long since enjoyed the benefits of it,
take the strongest exception to the treatment being
meted out to them in the manner I have indicated.

The SPEAKER: The member has five minutes
remaining.

Mr BERTRAM: flank you, Sir.

Finally, I turn to matters more strictly concern-
ing the Budget. I have said before, ahd I say it
again, that the time is long overdue for this Gov-
ernment to publish to the people each year in an
understandable form the accounts of the States
revenue and expenditure, along with proper nota-
tions. The Premier, of course, says the "Joe
Blow's" would not understand it or read it. I
do not share that view; and certainly the people
will never come to understand or appreciate the
accounts of the State if they never see them.
Urge companies with far fewer shareholders than
there are taxpayers in this State publish their ac-
counts in newspapers without any legal obligation
to do so; they do it because they can see it is the
right thing to do.

The Premier will now say, 'That is not the
law"; but I am not concerned with what the law
is. Very often the law is not worth two bob. A
judge recently referred to the law as being an
ass, and it has been referred to as such on many
occasions. What we should be concerned about
is doing better than the law, where good sense
and "doing the right thing" demand it. The
actual cost involved would be minimal, and the
principle of open Government would be given
great service.

(70)
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As I have mentioned from time to time before,
the Treasurer is quite incapable of controlling
the Budget.

Mr N'anovich: That would have to be the under-
statement of the century.

Mr BERTRAM: A few of the little puppets
behind the Premier who do not know what is
going on in the Budget and who are happy
simply to give lip service to the debate by repeat-
ing the verbiage the Treasurer is so capable of
dishing out might not agree with me. However,
the fact of the matter is that from 1829 to 1974,
the Budget of this State rose to about $500 million
per annum. Then, in one short space of three or
four years, the Treasurer has managed to more
than double the Budget. That is a classic indica-
tion of incompetence from a man who said he
was going to keep taxes and charges down, give
us a new look, and all the rest. The Treasurer
does not have the capacity to keep the Budget
down.

The actual balancing of a Budget-a feat which
has been trumpeted around here as though it
were ant extraordinary achievement-is not all
that difficult. In fact, householders do it every
day; it is just a matter of knowing when to say
"No". It is not a huge task, if one has the
courage, and if the Treasurer does not have the
courage he should not be rreasurer.

I have not had the opportunity on this occa-
sion to give the close attention to the Budget
that normally I would give; however, let members
opposite have no doubts that I will raise the
points I have missed on another occasion. I am
particularly concerned that a great deal of money
which traditionally has gone into the revenue of
our State now is being siphoned off or transferred
-call it what one will-into capital, or in fact
is going straight into the capital fund. I should
like the Treasurer to tell me how much money
has been transferred in this manner in the years
since he has been Treasurer. I have an idea the
figure would run into the millions. I1 can identify
some of it myself, but I should like to have it
quantified.

The Treasurer should be able to supply me with
this information; he has all the accountants and
computers. How many millions have been paid
into capital, so that the taxpayers, particularly
the people we represent, are paying for capital
expenditure when they should be paying only
for repetitive services, as a consequence of which
it has been necessary to impose even higher taxes
dpon the people?

MR NANDYICH (Whitford) [3.34 p.m.): I
do not intend to take the full 45 minutes to
complete my remarks, because I believe the Budget
has been adequately canvassed by members on
this side. I have been amazed to hear the foolish
statements coming from the Opposition; there
has been plenty of criticism, but no alternatives,
which is a very easy thing to do. Again, I must
compliment the Treasurer for bringing down the
third balanced Budget in succession.

Mr Bertram: Do not get too excited about
that.

Mr NANOVICH: I believe the member for Mt.
Hawthorn still is running along the beach some-
where, and has not been found yet.

The Treasurer has brought down his third
balanced Budget in three years in a time of
great economic uncertainty in Australia, created
by three years of a hopeless, irresponsible Fed-
eral Labor Government elected to power after
spending 20 years on the Opposition benches. Of
course, it was said that the Whitlamn Government
tried to do 'too much in three years; this is the
excuse which now is used. However, the fact
remains that that Government was thrown out of
office in a landslide because after three years.
the people were fed up and sick to death with
living in a benevolent society, where some
members of the community received everything
for nothing. It was this attitude which ruined
the economy.

I believe Malcom Fraser made one error when
he went to the people in December, 1975. He
stated it would take at least three years to
straighten out the economy of Australia;, I believe
he should have said it would take at least three
terms of Parliament to bring the economy back
to a position of stability; and I am sure if he had
said that, he would still have been returned with
a healthy majority.

As the Treasurer has stated, the Budget has
room for improvement, and these improvements
could have been placed in the Budget had it not
been for the three years of wasted opportunity
of the Whitlam Government, which ruined the
economy of Australia. I am sure the Treasurer
would have welcomed the opportunity to draw
up the Budgets, had there been a Federal Liberal-
Country Party coalition Government in those
three years, and I am equally certain those Bud-
gets would have been supreme. That is how
highly I rate the Premier as Treasurer; he is-
supreme in preparing Budgets, and he. will con-
tinue to bring them forward for a long period.

Mr T. J. Burke: Cut it out-he is 66 now!
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Mr NANOVICHl: State Budgets will always be
difficult to frame until such time as the Com-
monwealth Government decides to throw out
Medibank. In fact, Medibank should never have
been brought into existence in the first place.
Twelve million people were penalised for the sake
of one million people. This again proved what
hopeless administrators the Whitlam Government
turned out to be.

I believe the dole should also be cut out. This
would make State Budgets' much easier to pre-
pare. The amount of money going down the
drain because of Medibank and the dole, and
the way the two systems are abused, is colossal.
Members opposite must read the newspapers;
nearly every day we see reports of dole cheats
being fined for receiving money under false pre-
tences.

Mr Mclver: What about the money doctors
are fraudulently receiving from Medibank?

Mr NANOVICH: The dole should be cut out,
and assistance given only to those in need.

Mr Skidmore: You people made them unem-
ployed, and now you want them to live on
nothing.

Mr NANOVICH: We should return to the
system which operated previously. Society today has
reached the stage where some people just do not
care. They receive free medical treatment and
unemployment benefits, while they lavishly scout
around the town.

Mr Mclver: What about the big companies
which avoid taxation? They are worse than any
dole bludger.

Mr NANOVICH: They are always paying
taxes. What about the parasites that get away
with it?

Mr Mclver: They are parasites.

.Mr NANOVICH: Does the honourable member
mean the parasites who live off the working per-
son? Why does not the member give them
some criticism? We are not ashamed of our-
selves; we are proud of ourselves. Members of
the Opposition ought to be ashamed of them-
selves.

Mr Mclver: You people have robbed the Gov-
ernment of thousands of millions of dollars every
year. You do not know what you are talking
about. No wonder they put you on the back
beach.

Mr NANOVICH: We support all types of
people, unlike members opposite who create the
impression they are supporting the workers. Who
are the. workers?

Mir Mcfver: Not the Liberal Government.

Mr NANOVICK: The workers are the people
who put the Liberal-National Country Party Gov.
erment into office;, that is who did it. While
Medibank and the dole continue to be exploited
the genuine person who is in need of assistance
is robbed and State Premiers have difficulties in
bringing forward their Bludgets.

A clear indication of this sort of thing is the
recent Commonwealth and State grants to local
government. Local authorities received the grants
with no strings attached. Yet the Whitlam Gov-
ernment introduced what it called the Regional
Employment Development Scheme-

Mr Mclver: What a wonderful scheme!

Mr NANOVICH: It was used to cheat on the
unemployment figures. it was just like going down
sideshow alley at the Royal Show with $10 000
and throwing the money around--somebody
would enjoy it for half-an-hour. That is all. it was.
If the scheme had been put into effect in a proper
way it could have been of more advantage than
it was. Who decided where it was to be spent?

Mr Pearce: There was a subcommittee on the
question.

Mr NANOVJCH: What a lot of rubbish! The
member would not even know what it was about.
it was a glaring example of how money was
channelled into areas where there was great Labor
support. That is where it was being channelled.
When a genuine case was put forward it- was said
to be a political move. If a grant was made
to an area of strong Labor support it was said
that the money should go there, but when money
was requested in a situation in which a local
authority was going to spend $200 000 the move
was said to be political.

Mr Clarko: They tried to buy into the seat of
Swan, and lost.

Mr NANOVICII: That is right; they tried to do
that. Mr Speaker, I can assure you that the re-
cen;t grants to local authorities with no strings
attached as to how the funds should be expended
were most welcome.

Mr Blaikie: And they are being wisely spent,
too.

Mr NANOVICH: And not squandered. Mr
Speaker-

Mr Skidmore interjected.

Mr NANOVICH: I rarely interject when the
member for Swan is on his feet.

Mr Skidmore: I got carried away. You glared
at me so hard.

2211



2212 [ASSEMBLY]

Mr NANOVICI-: It has been clearly spelt out
that Western Australia is a State on the move. If
one considers the Premier's comments lhat in the
year ended the 31st December, 3976, the popula-
tion rose by 2.1 per cent, despite a decline in the
birth rate, it appears that people want to move to
Western Australia.

Sittring suspended front 3.45 to 4.05 p..

Mr NANOVICH: I was indicating before the
afternoon tea suspension that during the year
ended June, 1976, Western Australia experienced
a growth rate of 2.1 per cent; more than double
that of the whole of Australia. This clearly il-
lustrates that people are coming to Western Aus-
tralia because of the responsibility being shown
by the State Government. People are aware that
this Government is always endeavouring to assist
those who wish to progress in their lives.

However, the fight to continue this growth is
not over yet. The Premier has indicated on many
occasions that the growth of the State can
be better effected if both the State and Federal
Governments are involved. The Premier has made
criticisms of the Federal Government, and rightly
so. H~e is faced with a difficult situation in drafting
a State Budget that will help to stimulate the
economy.

I am quite certain the inflation rate is dropping
and I believe the Commonwealth figure indicates
it is around 10 per cent. This fact indicates the
responsibility being shown by Mr Fraser and his
colleagues in Canberra.

The State of Western Australia is better off
than most other States of Australia and I am sure
the State Budget is welcomed by the majority of
Western Australians.

Mr Bertram: It is not.
Mr NANOVICII: It is certainly welcomed by

the people in my electorate who appreciate the
many programmes to be initiated this year.

Mr Bertram: You and your electorate obviously
receive grossly favoured treatment.

Mr NANOVICH: If the member
thorn wants to run along the beach
pany him when Parliament rises.

Mr Bertram: Which beach?

for Mt. Haw-
I will accom-

Mr NANOVICH: The member should know
because he runs there. The Budget foreshadows
good prospects for employment in my electorate
and all other electorates in the State. I have
heard criticism from members of the Opposi-
tion that their electorates are being deprived
of certain moneys connected with development

programmes. I do not think that situation exists.
Perhaps those Opposition members consider they
should be granted additional money but I do not
think they call criticise the Government for not
giving them a fair go.

Mr Skidmore: I would like a 50-year-old school
to be looked after.

Mr NANOVICH: The Budget is designed to
stimulate the economy and reduce unemploy-
ment. The Budget does not include any in-
creases in taxes and charges about which the
Opposition is always complaining. Furthermore,
this is the third year in a row that pay-roll tax
concessions have been granted. Last year 650
enterprises were exempted from pay-roll tax.
I think the Government should be commended
for this.

Death duties will be phased out over a period
of three years. Members will recall when the
Premier was making his speech on the Budget,
a remark was made by way of interjection. It
was said that the abolition of death duties will
not only make Western Australia a place in which
people will want to live; but it will also make it
a place where people will want to die.

Mr MicIver: A place for the rich.

Mr NANOVICH: The Opposition hates the
word "profit". A man may have worked hard
for 25 or 30 years establishing himself and his
family. He now has something to look forward to;
but the Opposition always wants to take away
from that person everything he has worked hard
to achieve. Members of the Opposition want to
bring this country to its knees. They want every-
one to end up on the same level, with no-one
earning more than his neighbour despite his
efforts. As a result of this policy we would end
up with people begging for assistance. That is
the kind of Government the Opposition would like
to see in Australia.

The Government is to be commended for taking
the initiative to abolish death duties.

A sum of $4 million is earmarked for a special
programime of minor works and maintenance
throughout the State for employment stimulation.
The type of work which is envisaged would be
the completion of partly-finished school buildings,
the addition of extra rooms, Constructing park-
ing areas, and other items of a similar nature.
This work will be carried out by local contractors
in the area concerned. If this does not create
job opportunities. I do not know what will. The
schools and the P & Cs with whom I have had
the opportunity to take the matter up, all
welcome the setting up of this programme.
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There is an increase of $3 million in expendi-
ture on maintenance and minor Works in the
Public Works Department. This also will open
up job opportunities. There is an iS per cent
increase in funds to be made available for educa-
tion purposes. This is a subject on which mem-
bers of the Opposition think they are an authority.
They claim that the Government does not allocate
sufficient money for education. What does the
Opposition have to say about this 18 per cent
increase?

Mr Pearce: It is not enough.

Mr NANOVICH: I think it is excellent and this
is a clear indication of the manner in which the
Government is prepared to improve our educa-
tional facilities. When it was elected in 1974,
the Government undertook a programme in
relation to pre-primary centres. I was amazed to
hear only two members of the Opposition speak
to the amendment to the legislation concerning
pre-primary centres. The Opposition spokesman
on education did not participate in the debate.
We all know that the Opposition thinks it is a
good plan and a good system; but they are not
prepared to admit it.

Mr Mclver: Would it have made any difference
had there been 20 speakers? You have a lot
to learn.

Mr NANOVICH: Many job opportunities have
been created by the Budget. I welcome the 18
per cent increase in the funds available to the
police and the Road Traffic Authority. This will
enable the services provided in my electorate to
be expanded. Generally throughout Western
Australia the system Will be improved. More road
traffic patrol officers and more police officers
will be employed. A police officer or a Road
Traffic Authority officer has a very difficult job.

I think it would be a good idea if some of
this extra money were used to employ secretaries
and typists in the Police Department and the RTA.
There is nothing more appalling than seeing a pol-
iceman typing letters, etc. I think it would stimu-
late the entire Police Department and RTA if
typists and secretaries were provided to do this
sort of work.

There has been a 50 per vent increase in State
funds available to purchase 'land to be used for
national parks and wildlife reserves. This clearly
indicates the Government is very concerned about
this matter and wishes to provide these facilities
for the people of Western Australia.

The funds available for tourism have been
increased by 56 per cent. It is pleasing to see
tourism being promoted in this State. Recently I

toured the countryside and I appreciated the
opportunity to be able to see how the money
provided for tourism was being used and the
manner in which facilities were being upgraded.
This will certainly play a major part in pro-
moting the country towns of Western Australia,
not only in the southern and eastern regions,
but also in the northern areas. In many cases
the livelihood of people who live in country
towns depends upon tourists who visit or pass
through these areas. I amn sure this increase in
funds will be another step forward and will assist
some of these isolated country towns the residents
of which depend to a very large extent on tour-
ism for their incomes. I welcome this move on
the part of the Government.

We have all heard the criticism which the
Opposition has levelled at the mining of uranium.
I am quite sure the mining of uranium will proceed
and it will play a major part in stimulating the
economy, not only of Western Australia but of
Australia as a whole.

When perusing the Budget one sees an increase
of $10.6 million which is mainly comprised of
projected increases in royalties from mining
operations. These are the sorts of funds that
the Premier needs when he is preparing a Budg t.
We cannot continue to taX people and t lce
money away from people in order to finahe
developmental programnmes within the Stat~

I do not know why the Opposition criticise the
Government's move in supporting the mining of
uranium. The main issue appears to be the dis-
posal of the waste. However, I think members
opposite go a little further than that. This is a
political stunt on the part of the Opposition: If
members opposite use their common sense they
will find they should be right behind the Govern-
ment on this matter, rather than criticising. The
Opposition asks, "What will happen to the waster"
Members opposite talk about nuclear weapons
and the dangers of cancer, Of course, cancer
is a dreadful disease. I do not know when the
day will come when a cure is discovered; perhaps
that day will never arrive. I do not know. I
certainly hope that scientists will come forward
with a method of curing this disease which is
very heartbreaking.

The Opposition takes hold of these emotional
points and drives them into the minds of people
and promotes an aura of fear. They spread
that type of propaganda and, of course, people
s:ometimes say, "They may have a point or
they may not. But we had better take some
care and note it." However, I believe the experts
have looked closely at the situation over a long

2213



2214 ASSEMBLY]

period of time. The mining of uranium is a sub-
ject which has been talked about for some years.
Therefore, I arn sure the experts have investigated
uranium sufficiently to know that it can be mined
without the public being exposed to any danger.

Several members interjected.

Mr NANOVICH: Some experts raised it, but
many so-called experts get carried away. I am
satisfied it is all right.

We certainly need the mining to continue in
Western Australia because the funds are certainly
welcome. It is such funds, together with those
obtained from other sources, which enable us to
carry out our projects without fleecing the people
by increasing taxes.

I want to comment on some of the increased
charges made by the Government including elec-
tricity and water charges. These are inevitable. I
repeat that they are necessary because of the three
years during which so much money was given
away with no work done for it.

I know that the Government would have pre-
ferred that no increases were made, but this just
had to be done. I am sure that the increases were
made in a responsible way.

I want to comment on the State Housing Com-
mission rental increases. It was another instance
in regard to which the Opposition arranged
demonstrations. However, it was very encourag-
ing to realise that there were about only 200
people at the Esplanade recently. This is another
situation which has been exploited.

I was a little bewildered to hear the member for
Dianella-I am not criticising him-appeal to
the Minister in respect of a rebate for a family
which has two cars, two people in the family
working, and a commitment to pay for a tele-
vision set. I believe that if such a family was given
a rebate it would deprive a person who does not
have a home of the opportunity to obtain one.
I believe that this particular case was judged fairly
and responsibly and that the increase in rents
will be accepted as long as the situation is ex-
plained correctly to those involved.

I do not wish to labour the House for very
much longer, but I notice that the Labor Party
is now speculating about an election very shortly.
It claims it will be in November or December.

Mr Bertram: Where?

Mr NANOVICH: The Labor Party is crying
poverty all the time and yet we read in the
paper that it has commenced to spend $1 millio ,n
on a campaign.

Mr Tonkin: Don't believe all you read. What
a joke.

Mr NANOVICH: From where will the money
come?

Mr Tonkin: Do you believe everything you are
told?

Mr NANOVICH: No. I watch the member
for Morley very carefully! The Labor Party
is backed by the unions.

Mr Bateman: You could fool me.

Mr NANOVICH: There is a lot of animosity
in the trade unions these days. Members must
pay subscriptions and the unions stipulate
that so much of it will go to the Labor Party's
campaign. I believe that is wrong. The Labor
Party believes in a democratic system, but if it
can prove that is democratic, I will go haywire.
Why does not the union movement give 50 per
cent to the Labor Party-

Several members interjected.
Mr NANOVICH: -and SO per cent to the

Liberal Party? That would be democratic.
Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! It is quite impossible
for me to hear the member on his feet and it
certainly would be very difficult for the Howsard
reporter to record the debate. I ask the member
for Whitford to address his remarks to the Chair
and I am sure we will then make progress if
he does that.

Mr NANOVICH; I thought I was, Mr Speaker.
The SPEAKER: I had the distinct impression

you were speaking to the member for Swan.
Mr Barnett: He went haywire, Mr Speaker.

Mr NANOVICH: The industrial strife here
and in the east is all leading to an election and
it stems from the Labor Party propaganda.

Several members interjected.
Mr NANOVICH: Much of the propaganda put

out by the unions at the request of the Labor
Party is untrue. The Labor Party claims that
it is the party for the small working man and
that we the liberals are the rich people-

Mr Bertram: You are too.
Mr NANOVICH: -with all the millions. I

would like to know where that $1 million is
coming from.

Several members interjected.
Mr NANOVICH: Then we get statements

from a man who hides behind the bottle. Every
time he arrives at Perth Airport he has to be
escorted because he cannot stand on his own two
feet.
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Mr Bertram: Who?

Mr NANOVICH: Mr Hawke. The honour-
able member knows about whom I am speaking.
In yesterday's paper it was stated that Mr Hawke
negotiated a deal that could end Victoria's power
crisis.

Point ol Order
Mr BATEMAN: On a point of order, I think

it is wrong in principle for a member of Par-
liament to degrade another person, irrespective of
whether or not that person is a member of Par-
liament, if be is not here to defend himself. I
ask that those remarks be withdrawn.

The SPEAKER: It is the fundamental right
of a member of Parliament to speak his mind
within the Parliament. It would be wrong for
a member of this Parliament to speak in a de-
rogatory fashion of a member of another place
or of another Parliament. While I agree with
the member for Canning that a member of Par-
liament ought not to speak in a derogatory way
of another person, the fact remains that freedom
of speech ought to be available to a member of
Parliament within this Chamber.

Debate Resumed
Mr NANOVICH: Thank you, Mr Speaker,
Mr Bertram: Why not challenge him to a

debate on it?

Mr NANOVICH: With the honourable mem-
ber, any time.

Mr Tonkin: Just name the place. Don't give
that rubbish.

Mr NANOVICH: The situation is that at the
moment there is speculation about an election.
There are strikes and problems all over Australia
building up to an election, and statements like
Mr Hawke makes do not help.

Mr Tonkin: Why not accept the challenge
from Marilyn Anthony for a public debate?

Mr NANOVICH: Why should I?
Mr Bertram: She was your opponent at the

last election. You ran away.

Mr NANOVICH: I remind members of the
statement made by the Leader of the Opposition
when he was challenged to a public debate. He
said that the other person would not gain any
political mileage out of him.

Mr Bertram: I don't think you were game.
Mr Jamieson: Who was that I spoke about?

Mr NANOVICH: I was game.
Mr Bertram: You were very timid.

Mr NANOVICH: I could refer to some of the
untruths spoken during that campaign.

Mr Bertram: You would be good at it.
Mr Mclver: Why not be fair and read the

article which indicates that Mr Hawke looks like
he will resolve the strike, which was more than
the Victorian Government could do?

Mr NANOVJCH: I would not offend the Leader
of the Opposition because he is doing a great job
where he is now.

Several members interjected.
Mr Skidmore: You will denigrate anybody-

Mr Hawke, the Leader of the Opposition, anyone.

Mr NANOVICH: I think I have touched a
vital nerve of members opposite.

I would like to say that the Budget represents
an increase of 16.2 per cent involving a total of
$1 329.9 million, an increase of $185 million.

If any member has the audacity to say it is
not a responsible Budget, it is not a good Budget,
and it is not a Budget which will create oppor-
tunities *to enable people to enjoy a better life
in Western Australia, I am afraid he does not
know what he is talking about.

Again, I compliment the Premier. Had the
Premier not had to counter the disastrous effects
of the three years of the Whitlam Government,
he would have found the Budget easier to com-
pile. He would have been able to provide many
more opportunities for the people of Western
Australia.

I congratulate the Premier on his Budget, and
in conclusion I say it will provide a brighter future
for those people who wish to live in this State.
I support the Bill.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting, on motion by Mr O'Neil (Chief Secret-
ary).

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

APPROPRIATION DILL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) (No, 2)

Second Reading:, Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the

sitting.

MR MeIVER (Avon) [4.50 P.m.]: One wonders
today whether one is in a State Parliament of
Australia or watching the Walt Disney programme
on Channel 7 on a Sunday night which is
entitled, "Fantasy Land".

Sir Charles Court: It is a good show.
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Mr O'Neil: You should be watching the foot-
ball.

Mr McIVER: After listening to some of the
speeches here today, I am bewildered by the
remarks I have heard coming from supposedly
responsible members of Parliament.

Mr O'Connor: The member for Mt. Hawthorn
will not like that.

Mr McIVER: I have been prompted to speak
during the Budget debate, Mr Speaker, because
of the remarks made by the member for Albany.
I am indebted 10 him for bringing to Parliament's
attention the fact that in his electorate of Albany
three schools have the luxury of dental clinics
and a mobile clinic. I must say good luck to
them.

Mr Sodeman: As well as a good member of
Parliament.

Mr McI VER: I have made representations over
a long period of lime on behalf of the Parents
and Citizens' Association of the Wundowie Junior
High School for a mobile clinic or, indeed, any
type of dental clinic. The Minister has always
replied to our representations that no funds are
available for this purpose. However, after hearing
the member for Albany speak I say: what is good
for the goose is Rood for the gander.

My electorate office in Northam is in the same
building as an office, occupied by sisters of the
Community Health Services, and they brought to
my attention the urgent need for dental treatment
for the students who attend the Wundowie Junior
High School. The community of Northam is a
working community, and most of its residents re-
ceive low incomes. When the children need den-
tal treatment, there are two alternatives. Two
dentists operate in the town itself, or the children
can be brought to the metropolitan area. As there
is no public transport available, such trips for
dental treatment rely on the generosity of parents
who have motorcars.

From the reports I have read, I understand
that many students require urgent dental treat-
ment. However, in many cases the parents can-
not afford the sums of money necessary to ob-
tain this treatment. I do not quibble at the den-
tists' charges as I am aware they are professional
men and they are entitled to a fair reward for
their services. However, I am concerned that
the town of Albany has the luxury really of four
dental clinics.

Mr Watt: No, that is not so.

Mr McIVER: Surely the Wundowie Junior
High School could at least be visited by a mobile
clinic so that the children with Urgent problems
could be attended to.

Mr Watt: Let us stick to the facts; I did say
there were three clinics, but I also said that the
mobile clinic does not work in Albany at all.

Mr McIVER: I am sorry, I thought the mem-
ber referred to a mobile clinic.

Mr Watt: I did, and I said the mobile clinic is
used for schools outside the Albany district. It
does not work ins Albany at all.

Mr McIVER: We were told that it is too ex-
pensive for a mobile clinic to visit Wundowie.
However, it is not too expensive for a mobile
clinic to attend children in the outlying districts
of Albany, hundreds of miles from Perth. Wun-
dowie is only 50-odd miles from Perth, so what
about a fair go?

I have made similar requests in regard to edu-
cation at Wundowie. There is an urgent need for
maintenance and -repairs to the school buildings
there. I have always maintained that State mem-
bers of Parliament should not have to raise
matters such as this. If ever a school has had a
raw deal over the years it is the Wundowie Junior
High School. Perhaps the Education Department
feels that the school will close today or tomor-
row, and therefore it is not given an allocation.
We have there a building which is one of the
original demountable classrooms; a building which
should be pushed down. I would like members
of Parliament to do a day's work in this de-
mountable classroom when the temperature is in
excess of 40* celsius. I would not like it, nor
would Government members. What about
giving this school a small bite of the cherry?
I feel I am justified in bringing this matter be-
fore the House.

Mr Tonkin: Hear, heart

Mr McIVER: I do act wish to deprive the
people of Albany of such a facility. People liv-
ing in isolated areas deserve some consideration,
but let us make the provision of such facilities
uniform. Unfortunately neither the Minister for
Hecalth nor the Minister for Education is in his
seat at present, so I appeal to the Premier to note
my remarks and at least have the situation ex-
amined so that the people of Wundowie may
enjoy a little of the luxury that is enjoyed in the
southern section of our State.

I want now to touch on severkl of the re-
marks made by the member for Wanneroo.

Mr Nanovich: Whitford.
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Mr Clarko: He L3 the member for Whitford, but
the king of Wanneroo.

Mr McIVER: I am not interested in his rank;
1 am interested in his remarks.

Mr Harman: What about his size?

Mr McIVER: The honourable member's re-
marks about the unemployed were just unbeliev-
able. It seems Government members feel that
every unemployed person, whether young or
old, is to blame for the fact that he is unem-
ployed. We know that there are some who wilt
always try to cheat the system. Australians are
well known for this attitude, and anyone who
has had experience in the services will agree with
me. There is always some smart aleck who tries
to dodge work. We are renowned for this
throughout the world, so it is nothing new. H~ow-
ever, my point is that some of our, huge com-
panies utilise very shre wd accountants to dodge
taxation, and they would avoid in taxation a
much greater amount than an unemployed person
would receive in a year. One of the basic
reasons for the unemployment situation is the
shocking Federal Liberal Government which is
in power in Canberra.

Mr T. J. Burke; Hear, hear!

Mr McIVER: The Federal Government is so
miserly that it is frightened to employ any staff
to expand the Public Service. The Public Ser-
vice, both here and in regional centres, is operat-
ing with a skeleton staff, and so the processing
of claims is inadequate.

Mr Tonkin: Hear, hear!

Mr McIVER: Many experienced public ser-
vants are now doing three times the work they
were doing when the Whitlam Government was
in office.

A Government member: It would be for the first
timei in their'lives.

Mr McIVER: An adequate staff should be em-
ployed so that the job is done efficiently. The
Government should be doing that instead of
cutting back in a penny-pinching way wherever
it can.

Let me give a specific example. The office of
the Commonwealth Employment Service in
Northam, which is a regional centre, is responsible
for a district which encompasses three STD tele-
phone areas. The Northam office receives its
instructions direct from Melbourne, and it was
instructed that no STD calls were to be made.
How ludicrous that is. It meant that if the
office wished to notify a person in, say, Nar-
rogin, it was not allowed to do so by phone:,

and the member for Narrogin is well aware of
this situation. Mr Speaker, do you think that
was fair on the staff? By the time the person
concerned was located the job would have been
filled as a result of the unemployment situation
today, and so that person would lose the op-
portunity of employment as a result of a stupid
instruction.

I made very strong representations to our fed-
eral representatives, and I might say the situation
has now been corrected to some degree, but it
prevailed far many, many weeks before it was
corrected,

To add insult to injury, a further instruction
was given that not more than one vehicle could
travel to the same area at one time. Attached
to the Commonwealth Employment Service in
Northam is an Aboriginal officer whose specific
job it is to obtain employment for Aborigines.
His work could take him to Narrogin on a parti-
cular day, but if his colleague is in Narrogin on
that day he is not allowed to travel there. Can
members opposite stand up and say a Govern-
ment which issues that kind of instruction is the
kind of Government we want to govern this
nation? That is the kind of rubbish members
opposite are bringing forward.

Where will it all end? Perhaps it will end at
the next election, but we will have to suffer the
situation until then. With these types of instruc-
tions being issued by the Federal Government, it
is no wonder the Premier is becoming greyer
every day. It is all right for Tamic to go to
Meekatharra and to belittle the people of the
outback; it was bad enough when Sonia ran
around doing an imitation of Gypsy Rose Lee!

Mr Clarko: She gave you a couple of swans.

Mr McI VER: No she did not and nor is the
present one likely to.

This country is becoming a farce, and members
opposite talk about dole bludgrs--a term which
should be erased from the vocabulary of this
Parliament. Some of the people members oppo-
site refer to as dole bludgers have matriculated
and have good qualifications. Many of them are
losing their dignity because they cannot obtain
work. On top of that, the decisions of this
Government increase daily the hardships borne
by country people.

Look at the situation of the Murchison with
the proposed closure of the railway line. I
believe members opposite do not yet understand
the repercussions that will result from the closure
of that line. I have spoken previously on this
matter, and I will raise it again at a rater date;
but the fact still remains that I should not lose
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any opportunity to keep the matter before' the
attention of the Government. Bear in mind this
area is represented by a Government member who
has been returned year after year by the people
of the Murchison, and this is the reward they are
to receive for that.

To give a classic example of what is in store
for people of the north, the road freight for a
petrol cap from Mt. Magnet to Perth is $5.40.

Mr Young: fHow many were in the consign-
ment?

Mr O'Neil: Was there a truck on the end of
the petrol cap?

Mr MOIVER: Are members opposite challeng-
ing my statement?

Mr Young: How many petrol caps were in the
consignment?

Mr MeIVER: Does the member for Scar-
borough know where Mt. Magnet is? I will
produce the receipts in this Chamber if necessary.
I do not tell lies in this place.

Mr Sodeman: Is that a minimum charge?

Mr McIVER: It is the charge for a petrol
cap.-S5.40.

Mr Sodeman: Is it necessarily the charge for
a petrol cap or for a minimum quantity?

Mr McIVER: It is for one cap.
Mr Bertram: You couldn't get less.

Mr McIVER: Under the telescopic freight rates
of Westrail. the freight on that petrol cap would
be 89c. That is just one item, and we can imagine
what the people of the Murchison will suffer
when the railway line is closed and the road
transport system takes over. Do not let members
opposite be fooled by this charade of an inquiry;,
the railway line will close, and I have illustrated
the kind of freight rates people of the north-
west can expect to pay.

Even now road hauliers are trying to get
contracts for beer and other commodities. Already
one large transport firm is cheating the railways
and taking stores direct to Wiluna in its freezer
vans. So do not let us fool ourselves that this
line will not close as a result of an inquiry being
held by Maunsell & Partners. That is only
window dressing. Of course the line will close,
and the Government is only procrastinating so
that its members will not be embarrassed.

The new member for the Lower North Province
has advocated very strongly that the sooner the
line is closed the better it will be. What a great
representative of the area to bring to this Parlia-
ment!

Mr Laurance: Has he said that?

Mr MeIVER: I have a copy of the minutes
of a special meeting held at Meekatharra of the
committee formed to save that line. It was for-
warded to me by Mr Lloyd who, I understand,
is the President of the Shire of Meekatharra.
Those words appear in black and white in the
minutes of the meeting. Fancy a member of
Parliament advocating the closure of that rail-
way!

This afternoon we have members opposite
saying what a marvellous job the Government is
doing. It sickens one to hear them say that day
after day when they cannot get down to reality.

While speaking on the matter of transport, 1
would like to make a few remarks regarding the
proposed link from Fremantle to Perth which
will cost, I understand, between $14 million and
$20 million. No mention of this was made in the
Budget speech, so I do not know where the money
will come from. I think the member for Mundar-
ing asked the Government where it would get the
money. We in Western Australia do not seem
to have got the message yet in respect of trans-
port; we are gearing up for improved road services
with bigger and bigger vehicles and more buses,
when what we should be doing is building more
railway lines and constructing bigger and better
locomotives to provide better suburban services.
The reason that we should be doing this is the
approaching oil crisis.

Iwish to quote now from a brief article in
Tihe Australian of Wednesday, the 12th October,
which contains statements made by Professor C.
N. Watson-Munro, who is described as "one of
our most distinguished scientists, and a man not
given to sensationalism." Tire Australian is a
very fair newspaper which presents an unbiased
view on thie issues it reports. Surely a man of
Professor Watson-Munro's integrity knows what he
is talking about. Members opposite should listen
to the quote and take notice of what the pro-
fessor had to say. The article is headed,
"Energy Crisis Calls for National Effort" and
states-

COMPARED with many other countries,
Australia has been a paradise in the fuel
and energy crises which have shaken the
world in recent times. Because of our com-
fortable, near self-sufficiency we have not been
aware of the extent of the problem. But our
paradise will prove to have been a fool's
paradise if we do not get busy.

This is the warning carried in yesterday's
address to the Australian Institute of Man-
agement's corporate planning conference in
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Canberra by Professor C. N. Watson-Munro,
one of our most distinguished scientists and
a man not given to sensationalism.

The picture he roughs out for Australia
in 1990 unless we get busy is not attractive:.
petrol at $3 or $4 a gallon and rationed at
that--

That is a great future to look forward top is it
not? The article continues-

-overcrowed and inefficient public transport,
sevene restrictions on the use of energy, a
shortage of natural gas in the east and south
of the continent and coal shortages in the
south and west. "The overall picture (in
1990) is not a very pleasant one to contemn-
plate," he said, with considerable understate-
inent.

The picture of what he says we must do if
we are to avoid at least some of these disasters
is not pleasant to contemplate, either. But
it has to be faced--and faced now: 1990 is
only a little more than 12 years away.

Somehow, we have to find large amounts
of money for research and the production of
energy from all those sources available to
us and which we do not use and have not
seriously attempted to use in our lotus-
land existence: solar energy (Sydney Uni-
versity is making goad progress on a mini-
budget with its solar vacuum collector; oil
from coal and vegetation (Western Australia
has a grain alcohol plant lying idle).
And the distribution of our resources must
be worked on. A national gas pipeline grid.
which we have frequently advocated, must'be
moved from the area of theoretical discussion
into the practical.

All this will cost hundreds, even thousands,
of millions. But that money must be found-
and can be found, if we stop fighting each
other in endless industrial disputes and fight
together in what, quite literally, is a battle
for survival. And we have to start now.

The way to start certainly is not the way this
Government is approaching the problem. I do
not wish to traverse the same ground I covered
when speaking to my recent motion; however,
we should take note of men of the calibre and
standing of Professor Watson-Munro.

Yet the Government proposes to spend $20
million on what has been described by the
Minister for Local Government as a by-pass road
for heavy road transport. I would rather see that
money utilised to bring water from the Ord to
our agricultural areas. At least that would be

a starting point. I commend a member in another
place, who spoke on this very subject recently.
A sum of $14 million would provide a couple of
new railcars, proper maintenance and decent tracks
between Midland and Fremantle, and Perth and
Armad ale. However, the Government is going
to spend it on the construction of a by-pass for
road vehicles. Even with these warnings coming
forward from eminent scientists, the Government
goes on its merry way. Just where are we
headed? It is time we had a close look at this
situation, and Cabinet made decisions which take
into account our future needs.

I refer now to the present dispute involving
owner-drivens and subcontractors who transport
goods to the north. I suggested the parties in
the dispute should go before the arbitrator, but
both the Premier and the Minister for Labour
and Industry pooh-poohed my proposal-and,
quite rightly as it turned out, because the owner-
drivers had no award, and the matter had to be
dealt with by the Commonwealth. I was not con-
cerned whether it was the Commonwealth or the
State; all I wanted to see was discussions taking
place in an endeavour to resolve the dispute.

However, the dispute has expanded to the stage
where everyone in Western Australia will be
affected. It has gone on for far too long. Once
again, this Government has erred in the field of
industrial relations. Despite all the political
garbage put out recently by a member in another
place, the Government could have intervened in
the dispute much quicker than it has done.

Mr Bertram: They do not want to stop it.

Mr McIVER: It has always been the ploy
of Liberal Governments to encourage industrial
disputation, because people automatically associate
strikes and unions with the Labor Party. It does
not matter whether a dispute involves airline
pilots, doctors, or other people in professional
fields: as far as the ordinary man in the street is
concerned it is the Labor Party which is to
blame. The Liberal Party has a record which
plays the same tune each lime a dispute arises
and, of course, members opposite love it. It is
like giving them strawberries and cream.

Mr Bertram: In copious quantities.

Mr McIVER: The average person automatically
puts "union" and "Labor Party" together, but it
is far from the truth.

Mr Hassell: Do you not acknowledge your
association with trade unions?

Mr McIVER: It is even suggested that trade
unions give funds to the Labor Party. Of course
they do, but the amount is an absolute joke when
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one compares it with the huge contributions made
10 the Liberal Party by insurance companies, oil
companies and other large enterprises. Talk
about sharing the profits! I know that if we
could get half the amount received by the Liberal
Party from these sources we would love it. In
fact, even the Country Party might get a small
allocation. I can assure members opposite that
the Labor Party Lets no funds from those sources.

The industrial situation in Western Australia
is deteriorating, and abusing trade unions will
achieve nothing. Irrespective of how people feel
about trade unions, we must get around the table
with them; the great number of strikes we have
had this year alone points to that fact. I admit
that trade unions are a strong force. Many people
may not believe in them but they are here to stay
and we must live with them.

Mr Hassell: But do we have to live with the
intimidation and all their other practices?

Mr McIVER: The honourable mnember's in-
terpretation of the word "intimidation" may be
quite different from mine. With the background
of the member for Cottesloe, I would say he
knows very little about the trade union move-
ment and the industrial situation generally.

Mr Hassell: I know what is happening to a lot
of individuals as a result of these activities.

Mr McIVER: And I know what ts happening
to a lot of workers who must fight tooth and
nail to obtain an adequate wage.

Mr H-assell: Why do they have to do as they
are told by unions, like sheep? if they do not
follow the unions' direction, they are called
"scabs". You explain all that.

Mr MeZY ER: The majority must rule in any
situation. The member has to do what he is told
when his party wants to do something; he has to
toe the line.

Mr Hassell: You explain these unions' activ-
ities. and their intimidation.

Mr McIVER: The member has just displayed
his complete ignorance of the facts.

Mr Hassell: The trouble is I know too much
about them. You explain them:; you are defend-
ing them.

Mr McIVER: I am not defending them. We
never see reports in the Press of the activities of
companies, particularly insurance companies, in
relation to compensation when they do not com-
ply with the Acts for weeks and when they are
supposed to pay families on a weekly basis. Are
they ever prosecuted? With a Liberal Government
in office they will not be prosecuted because they

pour funds into the Liberal Party coffers. The
Liberal Party will not prosecute the insurance
companies. If these insurance companies are so
great, why will not the State Government gtve
the State Government Insurance Office a franchise
in the field of housing? Having been a member
of this place a little longer than the member for
Cottesloe I know a lot more about unions. They
do not want anything to which they are not en-
titled; all they want is what they are entitled to.

Mr Sodeman: They are entitled to work. A lot
of them want to.

Mr McIVER: They are entitled to be paid for
it too.

Mr Sodeman: And they are entitled to have
their cases heard by the Industrial Commission.

Mr McIVER: I am talking about compensation.
Mr Sodeman: You know what I am talking

about. I am talking about unionism generally.

Mr McIVER: The record of this Government
in regard to industrial relations is appalling. The
Press started by describing the unions as "mili-
tant". That did not go over too well so the
Press put on a proviso of "militant left wing
unions".

Mr Bertram: That's better!

Mr McIVER: That is not good enough yet! The
latest is that they are representatives of the KGB,
all imported from Russia to disrupt the country.

Mr Sodeman: And caravans in the bush.

Mr McIVER: Yes, direct contact; that is the
latest. That will last until we have something
else. Members should put themselves in the
shoes of members of union executives. They have
to co-operate but every day leading articles in
the newspapers contain abuse from the Premier
or a senior Cabinet Minister.

Mr H-erzfeld: Have you a few of them on
your selection committees as well?

Mr MOIVER: What is the member talking
about? I shall tell the House something: The
Labor Party could not have been too bad for
the member for Mundaring at one time because
he tried to seek endorsement.

Mr Herzfeld: What are you talking about?

Mr MOIVER: I am talking about the member
for Mundaring.

Mr Herzfeld- I think you are very wrong.

Mr McFVER: No I am not. The party was
not too bad in those days; it was wonderful. But
the member has had a change of heart.
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Point of Order
Mr HERZFELD: The member has just made

a statement which is completely untrue. I ask
him to withdraw it.

The SPEAKER: There are no grounds for
a withdrawal of the words. I detected no words
which are unparliamentary or objectionable. The
member for Mundaring may well disagree with
what has been said and I daresay he will take
an early opportunity to correct the member. No
unpartiamentary words have been used and no
retraction is necessary.

Debate Resuired
Mr McIVER: If what I am saying is not

factual and if the member feels it is objection-
able, although the information supplied to me
came from a very reliable source, I shall apo-
logise to him. -If it is not factual I apologise
to him, but I have great faith in the person who
informed me.

Mr Herzfeld: Tell me who it was.
Mr MeIVER: It is all right; I think the mem-

ber is preparing himself to go over the weir
in a barrel, judging from the way he has been
behaving here today.

The industrial relations situation itt Western
Australia is reaching serious proportions and I
am very alarmed that this should be so, parti-
cularly with regard to transport. The railway
unions have had an excellent industrial record
over the years and we can count on one hand
the number of occasions they have been on
strike in their history in Western Australia. But
I was very alarmed last Friday to see that repre-
sentatives of those unions had gone on strike for
24 hours, It is quite obvious that this is a
sign of the times and in my opinion the Govern-
ment is not paying enough attention to the situa-
lion. As a life member of one of these unions
I know from personal knowledge that their mem-
bers are not militant or left wing but are very
responsible unionists.

The situation is boiling and if it overflows there
will be further disruption in Western Australia.
The time to arrest that is now and we will not do
it by personal abuse and personal attacks on in-
dividuals in these unions. We have to get around
the table-and we have to do it now-to sort
out these problems because they are affecting our
economy. Western Australia is not receiving any
money from this Federal Government, so we
have to have our own sources. We have to in-
crease productivity somehow and we cannot do
that by force or by direction. But we can do it
by discussion and we can give the unions a fair
go.

Having regard to the time and knowing what
day it is, I wish finally to raise a matter of a very
contentious nature which really concerns Me; it
is in relation to Aboriginal housing. Recently I
made representations on behalf of one of my con-
stituents to the regional office of the State Hous-
ing Commission in Merredin. The lad in question
is a teetotaller, which is very unusual for an Ab-
original these days.

On the day he left Northam High School he
started to work for the Nort ham Town Council.
He is now a leading hand with that council and
has white men under him. I-e lives with his wife,
two children and IS other people in a house
which has been condemned by the Local auth-
ority. I have made representations to the State
Housing Commission in this regard and have
made it aware of the situation.

I fully agree that the standards of some of the
people living in this home are not up to the
standards of the State Housing Commission and
I would be very hypocritical if I pressed to have
them all housed. However, when I received a
letter in reply to my representations the Housing
Commission said that this individual was not of
a type to be housed.

Just what does the commission want? This lad
has never had a home and over the years he has
been sent from pillar to post. He is now living
with his mother-in-law and I8 others in a con-
demned house. He has never had the opportunity
to prove himself, but to me he is still a magnifi-
cent athlete who regularly competes in our local
football association. It is scandalouls that he
should receive the letter that he did.

If we are ever to assimilate these people it
would be good to start with a lad such as the
one I am speaking of. If I can catch the Min-
ister's ear for a moment. I would ask him to
give the lad a fair go. As I said, it is a deplor-
able Situat ion that he should receive a letter con-
tamning the garbage that it did, and I would like
the Minister to investigate the matter.

Mr O'Connor: If You give me the details, I
will be happy to look into it.

Mr McIVER: I thank the Minitter for those
comments. As members would know, some Abor-
igines have had three or four homes and
wrecked them all. This lad has sober habits and
works for the local shire as a kerb layer and his
work is a credit to him.

Mr O'Connor: What was the reason for the
action being taken against him?
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Mr McIVER: The letter from the regional of-
fice indicated he was not of the required stand-
ard.

Mr O'Connor: I will be happy to look into the
matter.

Mr McIVER: I know of white people who do
not deserve the SIIC homes they have. Sonic are
too tired to bother about pulling weeds and so
make their homes a little presentable, yet this
lad has been denied a home for his wife and
family.

In conclusion, I indicate that I cannot go along
with the sentiments of Government members in
their support of the Budget. I feel the Budget
achieves very little, particularly for country people.
It will do little to relieve unemployment and
improve the economy. The Government does not
have its priorities right and I do not support the
Budget as presented by the Treasurer.

MR YOUNG (Scarborough) [5.33 p.m.]: The
Budget has been described by members as being
either good or bad, depending on which side of
the Chamber they are. I would like to say
that it is a responsible Budget in the extreme,
when considering the current state of affairs
between the State and the Commonwealth. I
would like to make some comments in respect of
the manner in which Budgets are framed and the
position in which the various State Treasurers
find themselves, particularly in *regard to thecharges they have to impose on the people they
represent.

The State Treasurers in effect have no direct
influence whatsover on economic policy at the
national level. They cannot set interest rates
and this is one of the most pressing problems
facing State Treasurers year after year. This is
particularly so in the current economic climate
where, if there is to be an investment-led recovery,
interest rates will have to be reduced.

State Treasurers cannot determine the quantum
of borrowing through the public or private sectors.
They cannot determine the overseas value of the
Australian dollar. They cannot print money by
running large deficits and thereby watering down
savings and incomes. The State Treasurers can-
not determine income tax rates, and they are
therefore bereft of almost every economic move
or fiscal tool available to people framing an over-
all national economy.

Mr Davies: Can they influence them?

Mr YOUNG: They can do so only at Premiers'
Conferences and Loan Council meetings.

Mr Bertram: That is not the Premier's view-
point.

Mr YOUNG: The Premier has done his best.
We are therefore in a position where all States
have to act within a Commonwealth determined
fiscal framework. No-one could deny that not
only has the present Premier been confronted
with these problems, but also his predecessor
(Mr John Tonkin) was equally confronted with
them and had an equally big battle.

All the State Treasurer can do is aim, if pos-
sible, for a balanced Budget and much play has
been made by members opposite about balanced
Budgets. I would like to explain why a State
Budget must be balanced. It is necessary be-
cause if there is a surplus it means there has
been an over-collection, which if not immediately
used-and it usually is-means the charges which
caused the surplus were not necessary.

Furthermore, a State Treasurer cannot have a
deficit because to do so means it will be necessary
to dip into the loan programme and cut essential
public works, which means the standard of liv-
ing of the people is lowered and no work is
created.

It is necessary to have a balanced Budget with
the correct priorities in regard to spending if the
niceties of the good life are to be experienced.
This can be done by controlling Government ex-
penditure and keeping taxes at a reasonable level.
The Government can encourage productivity to
a great extent by encouraging investment in both
the private and public sectors and by attempting
to contain and even defeat inflation, provided we
remember that public sector investment must be
kept to the necessary levels; not false levels that
simply hide unemployment, or are there purely
for the purposes of spending money which the
public would not tolerate.

All States are strangled for loan funds and
most importantly they are strangled for the sort
of loan funds the Premier has been seeking on
State-determined markets for State-determined
priorities. This State of all States has earned.
the right to be able to operate responsibly through
the Loan Council to seek overseas borrowings
to create substantial national and State invest-
ments for the purpose of encouraging an in-
vestment-led recovery of the economy and to
create employment wherever possible.

The State has earned that right not only over
the last decade of good financial management,
but also in the decade before that in the manner
in which the State was opened up with huge in-
vestment developments.

Further, the State has earned that right not
only for past performances, but also because of
the responsible management which has made this
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State respected and trusted throughout the world.
I believe implicitly that this State has made a
better job of its financial management than the
Commonwealth has done since Sir William
McMahon was Treasurer.

To see the sort of problems that any State
Treasurer is confronted with, members have to
study the patchwork quilt of the revenue Budget
and see the impositions forced on State Treasurers
by a rather strange Federal system which hears
little relationship whatsoever to reason. Unfor-
tunately, they are the necessary tools of the sort
of financial management that is forced upon us
by this system which has failed to recognise the
huge human problems with which the State is
confronted. I will give a few examples of some
of these patchwork impositions and I add that
very few of them are more popular with the
Government of the day and the Opposition~ than
they are to the people who have to pay the taxes.
I refer now to table 48 of the Financial Statement.
This is the statistical section in respect of State
taxation collections. We see items such as pro-
bate and succession duties, third party insurance
surcharges, pay-roll tax, stamp duties, liquor
licences, tobacco licences, racing taxes, business
registrations, company office lodgment fees and
the like.

Quite clearly these sorts of impositions do not
bear any relationship to a person going about his
ordinary business, whether he he a businessman
or a private individual in a free enterprise
economy. They are impositions which have been
placed upon the people of this State to make up
the revenue-raising processes which are forced
on us by the Federal system.

Last night the member for Victoria Park quite
rightly spoke about pay-roll tax. H-e pointed to
the inequity of a tax which is not only an im-
position on industry-it is an imposition because
it is an inflationary tax-but it is an imposition
on the public generally. It is inequitable because
it is a tax on employment at a time of great un-
employment. I raised this matter also in the last
speech I made in this place.

It seemed to me that the member for Victoria
Park was almost about to come to the inevitable
conclusion that a much fairer form of overall
growth tax ought to be applied. I was rather sorry
I interjected on him before he got to that, be-
cause he made a quick sidestep and changed the
subject. I will carry on from where the member
for Victoria Park left off. I do not seriously sug-
gest, however, he intended to say this.

An income tax surcharge, as has been so scur-
rilously referred to by members of the Opposi-
tion in the past as one of the "evils" of the new
Federal system, is almost inevitable if there is
any equity to return to State taxes and charges.
I want to say that the point the member for Vic-
toria Park was making in respect of pay-roll tax,
in my belief, could not possibly be covered and
eliminated by an income tax surcharge, because
the income tax surcharge which would do that
would be so high as to make it almost impossible
to impose on the individual in the community.

There are many other pin-pricking taxes and
charges which could be removed as a result of
imposing a more equitable manner of raising
revenue. I want to make it very clear that I add
the proviso that the income tax surcharge ought
to be set at a level so as to produce the removal
of the anomalous charges.

Mr Harman: On that argument, you would take
away the 3 per cent tax on the SEC and on
water supplies.

Mr YOUNG: I thank the member for Maylands
for raising that point. There are other charges
which could be removed. I will list a number of

them and I would like to stress that I do not list
them in order of priority, but simply to give an
example of the quantum of money which could
be removed from this pin-pricking system of rais-
ing Government revenue.

An Opposition member: Probate.

Mr YOUNG: Probate is on the way out any-
way. I would whole-heartily support such a sur-
charge if it were to remove some of those in-
equities. People are getting sick and tired of the
monthly shock, and it has now become a monthly
shock, of receiving some sort of charge which
invariably, of necessity, has increased to a stage
where it represents a real problem to find that
money in a hurry to meet the bill.

I would suggest an income tax surcharge of
Ic in the dollar on incomes over $3 700, which
is the figure which has been set by the Common-
wealth Government as the amount under which
no income tax would be payable, would give the
State an income of approximately $13 million
a year on current incomes. I stress that the sur-
charge should apply only to incomes in excess
of the $3 700. The figure of $13 million which
would be obtained by the State, was difficult to
ascertain. I tried to obtain it from the Common-
wealth income tax statistics but they are two years
behind, and usually are, so I have had to make
a reasonably calculated guess. I believe that
figure would be fairly close to the actual figure.
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Mr Tonkin: Is this the beginning of the soften-
ing up process?

Mr YOUNG: No; it is the beginning of my
opinion of some of the things which ought to be
done, and I will come to them in a moment.

Mr Tonkin: This is the beginning of the soften-
ing up process.

Mr YOUNG: A surchage of Ic in the dollar
would eliminate the following impositions: third
party insurance surcharge, approximately $3.2
million; stamp duly on mortgages, which I am sure
everyone here would admit is a vexation to young
people, in particular, who have to borrow money
to build or buy their own houses, $2.8 million.
There are companies office profits being made
where the collections of the Corporate Affairs
Commission are well in excess of the costs of
running that commission. In my opinion where
that situation occurs it goes beyond being a fee
and becomes a tax. The figure in that case is
$2.7 million. In the Titles Office there is a
similar situation and the figure there is
$800 000. Motor vehicle licence recording fees
are most unpopular with the great majority of
people.

Mr T. J. Burke: And iniquitous.

Mr YOUNG: They are no more popular with
the Government, and the figure in that instance
would be $3.8 million.

A surcharge of 2c in the dollar, and that is
not an extra 2c but a total surcharge of 2c, would
further remove SEC fixed charges of $3.3 million:
it might even allow the possibility of a pensioner
concession on electricity, because I understand
and I am sure all members would understand
that, in particular in State Housing Commission
areas, pensioners who have not had their houses
converted to any form of heating other than
electricity are finding it a terrible burden to keep
warm in the winter and they need warmth more
than we do. If this were considered to be a
major priority, a 2c in the dollar surcharge
would enable a further concession to be made in
that case. It would also remove stamp duty on
motor vehicle licences of $5.5 million and stamp
duty on cheques of $4.8 million. Those extra
charges would be removcd with an extra Ic on
top of the Ic I mentioned earlier

I want to stress, as I did to the member for
Maylands, that these are not priorities.
There could be not necessarily an increase in the
percentage of reduction in pensioners' rates and
taxes, but a further opening up of the area of
people who may be able to claim them. I have
chosen these examples as amounts which would

tie up with [he sort of money I am talking about.
It could be decided that pay-roll tax, which is an
imposition on employment, could be reduced,
not necessarily by a great amount but it could
be reduced to some extent by imposing the entire
growth tax to that particular area.

Mr Harman: You are not suggesting the Gov-
ernment would do that, are you?

Mr YOUNG: I am simply expressing my per-
sonal opinion; and I am expressing the opinion
that I hope the Government wilt look at my
suggestions. I have chosen these areas as examples
only and not as priorities. 1 want to stress that.
I have pointed that out three times and I hope three
times will be sufficient.

In my opinion, the starting level of taxation
at an income of $3 700, which as I mentioned
is the Commonwealth level of exemption, would
ensure that the most needy people would con-
tribute the least towards this particular income
lax surcharge. They would contribute the least,
if anything at all. It would also help consider-
ably to reduce administration and everyone in
this Chamber knows there has been a greater
attempt by this Government than by any pre-
vious Government to control the administration
of the public sector. In fact, there are severe
restrictions on the number of personnel who may
be employed, and I think this would go a long
way towards ensuring that even fewer replace-
ments would need to be made in the Public
Service from time to time,

It will eliminate the pinpricking, annoying, and
inequitable charges which people resent tre-
mendously. In addition it would spread the
burden of the charges, which a person finds he
has to meet out of his pocket during any year,
over a period of time when at least it would be
a fixed outgoing, and a small one, in the main,
out of a person's pay packet on a weekly basis
by the method expressed by the member for
Cottesloe when he delivered his maiden speech
when moving the Address-in-Reply motion in this
House.

Mr Clarko: A very good speech, too,

Mr YOUNG: It would have the additional
advantage of avoiding the accounts which come
up in a sudden hit month by month to people
who find it difficult to save.

The Leader of the Opposition and other Op-
position members have made great play about
double taxation and I have no doubt that com-
ments will be made about what I have said. It
will be said that my suggestions are in fact a
step towards double taxation. If those comments
are made I hope they are made alongside the
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comments I have made in regard to the removal
of other forms of annoying taxation and I hope
they will be made alongside the fact I have
stressed on three occasions that the priorities I
have suggested are not necessarily the ones which
would be the replacements.

I hope it would be recognised that if anyone
wants to play mischief with what I have said
he will look at my suggestion as a more equit-
able tax than the taxes to which I have referred
and many others I have not mentioned.

There is need for public debate on this vital
issue. It is something of which all Western
Australians are aware. It has been said many
time's that there are only two inevitable things--
death and taxation. Both affect aill of us. Tax-
ation is a matter in which people should become
vitally interested and create considerable comment
and debate about it among the populace.

We cannot go on making new, and adding to
old, State charges which really have no relevance
to the ordinary going about of one's business in
the economy I have mentioned.

State Budgets are always under attack from
the Opposition and probably always will be. The
only way out for a Government is to finally bal-
ance the Budget one way or another. I believe
that all State Treasurers are put in a position
where they have one large bucket into which
and out of which the money must go. The only
real area for discussion in respect of State bud-
geting is how hard the Treasurer has fought on
behalf of his State to raise the necessary income
he believes the State should obtain from the
Commonwealth and how hard he fought for the
necessary responsible loan funds to create employ-
ment and public works within the community.
The other aspect we must consider is the wisdom
with, and the manner in which charges are raised.

I believe that the suggestions I have made, and
the opinion with which I have said I would agree,
would go a long way towards solving the prob-
lemn.

I had intended to but I will niot -now deal with
some of the comments of the member for Fre-
mantle who, during his address on this particular
Budget, introduced the Marxist theory of value.
I do not think one -could go into that sort of
discussion in the time available because I under-
stand' the member for Maylands wants to speak.
and we have-

Mr Harman: No; keep going: I would like to
hear your answer about the Marxist theory.

Mr YOUNG: As the member for Maylands has
surrendered the floor, I will be glad to continue.

The 'theory expressed by the member for Fry-
mantle was the oft-dreamed Marxist theory which
is still held dear by those people who believe in
it. It is that the capitalist employs constant and
variable capital and that he controls the
methods of production. Because he owns or
controls the means of production he will tend to
employ more constant capital than variable capital
and so keep up his level of profit. The theory
is that the workers are supposed to create all
value. The capitalists are therefore presumed
to extract more surplus value from the worker.

The capitalist is presumed to tend to use more
constant capital-that is machinery and the like-
and exploit the worker by paying him less for
the value he is supposed to create within the pro-
ductive system. Expressed another way it is "S",
being the surplus value, over "C", being the
constant capital factor. That is supposed to
equate to a long-range decline in profit, to which
the member for Fremantle referred. It is a theory
to which, naturally, I do not subscribe.

I know be has taken it because he happens to
be a firm believer in it, and, having heard the
speech of the member for Fremantle I have no
doubt that his knowledge of economics is probably
very broad. However, I do not believe that he
has followed to a logical conclusion the matters
to which he referred. He has taken a temporary
situation as the virtual fulfilment of the Messiah's-
message, and that is that in the long term the
greed of the capitalist, by building up constant
capital, will eventually lead to a long-range fall
in profits.

The member for Fremantle went on to say
that the Bretton Woods agreement breakdown-
the US transfer off gold-was the reason for the
lowering of the money value and this has lowered
the level of profit. In my opinion there is no
link between the breakdown of the Bretton Woods
agreement and the long-range fall in profit.

I think he said the United States had a gold
reserve in 1947 of $30 billion. In fact at that time
it was $24 billion, and he referred to the United
States going to the printing presses. In f act,
what happened between 1944-1947 and 1971 was
that the gold reserves of the US fell to between
$10 billion and $12 billion and- that the United-
States went off the gold standard. I cannot
understand how this equates with a long-range
fall in profit and I would be happy to hear him
further on that at some other time.

What in fact happened-and this is why I do
not see any link between the breakdown of the
Bretton Woods agreement and the long-range fal
in profit-was that the United States was tied to
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gold, while the Test of the major countries were
not; and the United States went oil gold be-
cause of the falling balance of payments with
which they have been confronted since 1958.

In 1971 there was a world dollar overhang of
approximately $US200 billion against $USIZ bil-
lion in US gold. It seems to me that the United
States could not convert the demand that might
come upon it to goods, services, or gold, in the
event of any call upon those reserves. I do not
believe they would have been able to meet the
demand and I do not believe they believed it and
so they went off gold.

There was also an inherent suggestion in the
comments of the member for Fremantle that the
current problem in regard to inflation was a de-
mand-pull inflation, If there were such a thing,
I cannot reconcile with that the 5 per cent level
of unemployment in our country.

I believe that the current problem is a cost-
push inflationary problem, and contrary to what
some people have said, I believe that oil was a
contributory factor. It was not a major factor in
Australia as it was for other countries, but it
certainly did have some effect on the economy of
the country because many of the goods imported
into Australia in fact were goods upon which the
cost had been increased as a result of the 1973
increase in oil,

Mr Tonkin: I suppose you say that a large
component of that cost-push is wages?

Mr YOUNG: I say that there was a very large
component of wages in the cost-push inflation.

Mr Tonkin: Even though they have lagged
well behind prices? How could they act in that
way?

Mr YO1UNG: I was about to add that I was not
unprepared to say, as some have denied, that
the price of oil did have an effect to the extent
that the price, of oil added to the cost of
commodities brought into Australia from overseas,
such as capital equipment, fertiliser, and
other items. Also, I am convinced that some of
the effect was caused by the Budget deficits of the
Commonwealth Government. There were a num-
ber of factors, and I do not believe any single
one was the sole reason, but I do believe oil
was one factor.

Mr Tonkin: That cost-push theory surely can-
not stand up under inflation. Real wages have
dropped over the last two years.

Mr YOUNG: I believe it could. I would like
to hear more on that matter from the member
who has just interjected and from the member

for Fremantle. The knowledge of the member
for Fremantle in relation to economics is very ex-
tensive but I do not believe he made the points
which he wished to make. I do not see any con-
nection between the examples he raised and the
current economic climate. Perhaps at some later
time we can debate further on that point.

I conclude by saying that perhaps I might be
one of the world's greatest optimists. Capitalism
has seen slumps and booms. I do not believe a
boom in steel, for instance, as referred to by the
member for Fremantle, is impossible. There have
been times of high inflation and high profit levels
during the early 1950s, as an example.

Dr Troy: Have you read today's issue. of The
Australian Financial Review?

Mr YOUNG: No.
Dr Troy: Well, you should.

Mr YOUNG: I certainly will read it. I do not
believe we are at the end of the line. That momn-
ent of glory which the opponents of the western
world would like to see arrive is not likely to be
with us in the long term. We are in a temporary
situation, and improvements clearly have been
made in our recovery, and in the profits made in
the last 12 months-although I do not consider
we can take either of those factors as a sign
that everything is solved.

I still think that Marxism has in fact missed
the boat. The time is not too distant when we will
see examples of reasonable financial management.
If that takes a long time, then we will suffer for
a long time. However, it is my opinion these
matters will be solved. I am sufficient of an op-
timist to say that, but I say again the States them-
selves will still be bound and will still be con-
trolled by Commonwealth fiscal decisions and
the economic situation created by those decisions
and other factors.

We are in a situation where we are still locked
into the sort of revenue-raising procedures which,
in the 1970s appeared to me to be so inequitable
and so out of touch with our modern world. We
have to equate the ability to pay and in some
way remove these fixed charges which apply at a
level where the person who can afford to pay is
paying the same amount as a person who finds it
absolutely impossible to meet this burden month
after month.

I hope the Treasurer might be prepared to
listen to me, perhaps privately, on this matter
when I can put a case and see what reaction he
may have to these suggestions. I support the Bill.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Harman.

House adjourned at 6.05 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WHEAT

Malaidon-Resist ant Weevils

970. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many infestations of malathion

resistant weevils have there been in the
past two years, and on what date were
these discovered?

(2) What quantity of wheat was involved
with infection and treatment on each
occasion?

(3) Was the source of the infestation ascer-
tained, and if so, from where in each
case?

(4) How many instances of malathion
resistant infestation of weevils have
there been discovered in each of the
past three years?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) to (4) My department undertakes mala-
thion-resistant testing on behalf of
Co-operative Bulk Handling. The results
of these tests remain confidential to the
company.

LAMBS

Receival at Robb Jetty and Midland
Abattoirs

988. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) Will he confirm that normal receival
times for lambs on Mondays to Fridays
are-
(a) Robb Jetty 6 a~m. to 12 noon;
(b) Midland abattoirs 7.30 a.m. to 12

noon?

(2) Is it a fact that in the week ending
30th September, 1977 a producer mem-
ber of the W.A. Meat Commission was
able to have 800 lambs received be-
tween the hours of 7 p.m. and 10 pm.?

(3) Is it a fact that the W.A. Meat Conm-
mission was required to employ labour
on overtime rates to receive chose
lambs and for the commission to carry
that labour on overtime -rates to the
end of their shift?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), what was the cost to
the Commission?

(5) Will the commission charge the pro-
ducer member concerned with the costs
involved?

(6) Will he name the member of the W.A.
Meat Commission involved?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) to (3) Yes.

(4) $62.70.

(5) Yes. it is commission policy that in the
event of labour being required to work
at overtime rates to off-load stock out-
side of normal receival times, the
charges incurred are met by the pro-
ducer concerned.

(6) No.

RAILWAY LAND
Leasing for Private Car Parking

993. Mr McIVER, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

(1) Would the Minister advise how much
land is leased by the Commissioner of
Railways in the metropolitan area which
is utilised for private car parking?

(2) What remuneration does the commis-
sioner receive for same?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Approximately nine hectares (22* acres).
This figure includes land leased, at nomi-
nal rentals only, to local government
authorities for community free parking.

(2) Approximately $128 000 per annum.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

Crimea Street-Walter Road Intersection

994. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

(1) What are the motor vehicle collision
and injury statistics for the intersection
of Crimea Street and Walter Road,
Morley, for each of the past three
years?

(2) Is there any evidence to show that the
traffic densities are increasing?

(3) What will be done to reduce the con-
flict and the likelihood of further acci-
dents?

(4) When will such action take place?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1D-

Fatal Injury Damage Total
... ... .. 4 4

1 9 10
3 23 26
I to If

(2) Yes, as the following traffic flows over
the 7 a.m.-7 p.m. period will indicate:

Average
Sepi. Oct. per cent

1973 1975 Incres
p.a.

Walter Road East of Colljer
Road....... ..... 14,110 16,136 7

Average
Jan. Feb. pr cent
1972 1971 Increase

Crimea Strent North or Walter
Road .. 1. 1 ,9 .2

Crimea Street South ofWater .9 346 1
Road...... ....... 2,315 2,59S 2

(3) It is proposed to install traffic control
signals at this site.

(4) Signals will be installed during the cur-
rent financial year.

COAL
Collie

995. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) Who was the last person employed by

(2)

(3)

the Government to conduct research
into Collie coal at the Government
chemical laboratories?
When were his services terminated?
What were the reasons for discontinuing
research into Collie coal?

(4) Since the research has been discon-
tinued at the Government laboratory.
has any research* taken place into Collie
coal and financed by the Government?

(5) In view of the royalties to be paid by
coal mining companies in this State to
the Commonwealth Government tor
research, will Collie coal be included in
the programme?

Mr MENSAROS replied:-
(1) Research into Collie coal is still being

conducted by officers of the Government
Chemical Laboratories.

(2) and (3) Not applicable.
(4) Answered by (1), and in addition the

State Energy Commission has conducted
research on Collie coal utilisation.

(5) Details of how the 5 cents per tonne
levy will be used have not yet been re-
leased by the Commonwealth. When de-
tails are known the implications for
Collie coal will be fully investigated.

19741975
1976
1977
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RAILWAY STATION
Be verley

996. Mr McIVER, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:
(1) Will the Minister advise if it is still

intended to construct a new railway
station at Beverley in the 197 8-79 fin-
ancial year?

(2) If "Yes" when will a start be made on
the new complex?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) No. Because of higher priority

work competing for limited capital
funds, the replacement is now scheduled
for 1980-81.

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Government Policy

997. Mr BATEMAN, to the Premier:
In view of the fact that the public of
Western Australia voted overwhelmingly
in a referendum held on 21st May,
1977, that our National Anthem should
be "Advance Australia Pair", with
"Waltzing Matilda" second and "God
Save the Queen" third, will he advise-

(1) Why has his department instructed
horse racing organ isations and Gov-
ernment instrumentalities to play
"God Save the Queen" as the Na-
tional Anthem?

(2) Will he further advise if he has
informed the Prime Minister of his
departmen's; actions in respect of
this instruction?

(3) If not, why not?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) No such instruction is known to the

Premier's Department,
if the member has knowledge of
one I would appreciate details of it.
However, I remind the member that
the poll referred to by him was for
"~a National Song", not a National
Anthem.
Cabinet discussed the matter on the
21st June and decided that "LGod
Save the Queen" would continue as
the National Anthem in Western
Australia for Regal, Vice-Regal and
other occasions where it was con-
sidered appropriate.
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It also decided that-in view of the
results of the poll-where there is
a need, such as in the case of inter-
national sporting events, and the
like, to distinguish Australian com-
petitors from those of other coun-
tries, "Advance Australia Fair
would be used.

(2) The Prime Minister has been ad-
vised of Cabinet's consideration of
the matter.

(3) Not applicable.
Footnote: We receive requests from
organisations for advice about which
tune should be used as there seems
to be a general desire to use "'God
Save the Queen" on formal occa-
sions, even though it is not a Regal
or Vice-Regal occasion,
In such cases they are advised the
result of the poll and the State Gov-
ernment's decision. They are also
advised they are correct and within
their rights if they desire to use
"God Save the Queen".

Mr Jamieson: In other words, ,it would
not matter how many people in Aus-
tralia wanted something different, they
would have to have it your way.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is Western
Australia.

Mr Jamieson: The person who sets him-
self up as a massive leader!

Sir CHARLES COURT: You read the
answer, and you will find it is correct.

Mr
Sir

Jamieson- No, it is not.
CHARLES COURT: Have a look at the
poll paper. it was "A Poll for a
National Song".

ROAD
Gosnells-Sfeeclzboro Freeway

998. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Works:

In view of the land resumptions made
many years ago for the development
of the Gosnells-Reechboro freeway, will
he advise-

I)At what stage of the development
is the construction of the freeway?

(2) Has any alteration been made to
the original plan for the freeway?

(3) If "Yes", what location or loca-
tions are affected?

(4) When can it be envisaged the
construction of the freeway will be
completed?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) The route of the Gosnells-Beech-
bowo controlled access road is pro-
tected under the provisions of the
Metropolitan Region Scheme. Con-
struction has not been programmed
at this stage.

(2) Minor alterations to land bound-
aries have been made from time to
time to meet changing circum-
stances, but no major alignment al-
terations have been made since the
route was first gazetted in the region
scheme in 1963.

(3) The route boundaries shown on the
origirnal Metropolitan Region
Scheme in 1963 were schematic.
Since then the scheme has been
amended to conform with designs
produced by the Main Roads De-
partment. As these amendments
affect practically the whole route
there are many individual locations
that have been affected. This in-
formation is available at the Town
Planning Department and if the
member has any specific locations
in mind I will obtain this informa-
tion.

(4) No date has been set.

SEWERAGE

Willagee

999. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(1) Does the sewerage reticulation scheme
extend to every street in Willagee?

(2) if not, which streets are excluded?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) The area bordered blue on the
plan tabled herewith is the extent of
the sewered area in the postal district
of Willagee, which is shown outlined in
red.

The plan was tabled (see paper No. 309).
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EDUCATION

Overseas Matriculation Level

1000. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

What procedures exist to enable a person
holding a matriculation level of educa-
lion gained overseas to apply to have
that qualification recognised in this
State as being equivalent to the standard
of matriculation that is acceptable to the
University of Western Australia?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
The University of Western Australia
may grant matriculant status to appli-
cants who have gained educational
qualifications outside Western Australia.
Applicants for matriculant status are
required to produce satisfactory docu-
mentary evidence of their qualifications.
This evidenice may be in the form of a
statement from a recognised university
in their country of origin to the effect
that they are eligible for admission to
that university, or in the form of a
qualification which is known to the
University of Western Australia to entitle
the holder to admission to a recognised
university in his/her country of origin.
The University of Western Australia 'is
prepared to issue to such persons a state-
ment to the effect that if they were to
apply fot admission to the University of
Western Australia, they would be admit-
ted to matriculant status.
Other tertiary institutions will also
evaluate qualifications that are submit-
ted as evidence in support of an applica-
tion for ad mission. Officers of the Educa-
tion Department will assess the equiva-
lence of overseas qualifications for more
general purposes.

SEWERAGE

Willagee

1001. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) Are all State Housing Commission
owned homes in Willagee connected to
the sewerage system?

(2) If not, why not?

(3)
(4)

How many homes are not connected?
When is it anticipated that these homes
will be connected?

Mr
(1)
(2)

O'CONNOR replied;
No.
It is normal Housing Commission prac-
tice, in areas built before sewer facilities
were available, not to make general
connections when mains do become
available.
Properties are connected to sewer when
the existing septic systems become inop-
erative or require excessive expenditure
for frequent pump-outs.

(3) This information is not readily avail-
able.

(4) Answered by (2).

DRAINAGE
Dianella

1002. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

Would he provide details of drainage
works proposed in the 1977-7 8 works
programme for the Dianella branch and
Widgee Road?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) Dianella Branch Drain: Improve-

ments to Surrey Street Pumping
Station (including greater pumping
capacity) for increased flows from
recently developed urban areas to
the north, together with improve-
ments at and near Seabrook Street
compensating basin, including deep-
ening of an existing drain for in-
creased flows from this same dev-
elopment.

(b) Widgee Road Drain: New main
drainage construction to serve as
outlet drainage for development by
the Shire of Swan.

SEWERAGE

Morley

1003. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

Would he specify the particular area to
be sewer reticulated in Morley for
which $819 000 has been allocated in
the works programme 1977-787

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The allocation of $819 000 on the Capi-
tal Works Programme for 1977-78 will
enable sewerage reticulation work to
proceed in the three areas, Morley 7A,
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16A and 17A, bordered respectively
blue, green and orange on the plan
tabled herewith. The Morley postal dis-
trict is shown bordered red on the same
plan.

The plan was tabled (see paper No. 3)0).

TRANSPORT

Buis Transfer Stations

1004. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Works:
Will he'provide details relating to the
allocation of $71 000 for bus transfer
st ations in the works programme for
1977-78?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Completion costs of Innaloo transfer
station.

POLICE

Warwick

100S. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Works:
What progress with the proposed
Warwick regionat police centre is an-
ticipated on the basis of budget alloca-
tions under the works programme of
$100 000 for the Police Department and
$54 000 for the Road Traffic Authority?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Work will be commenced in 1978 to
ensure that funds allocated in the works
programme are fully expended.

EDUCATION

School Additions and Improvements

1006. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Works:
Will he provide details relating to the
following allocations in the works pro-
gramme for additions and improvements
to schools in 1977-78-

(a) Girrawheen-Montrose pr i mar y
school-S15 000;

(b) North Morley primary school-
$87 000;

(c) Balga Technical School-$809 000;
and

(d) IKoondoola special school for handi-
capped children.-$300 000?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Ca) $15 000 allocation is to finalise

additions.
(b) $87 000 allocation is to finalise

additions.
(c) $809 000 allocation is for a new

classroom block, modifications to
the existing teaching block, and
extensions to the cafeteria.

(d) $300 000 allocation is for 1977-78
expenditure on tbs new school.

SCHOOL
Balga

1007. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Works:
(1) Have any funds been allocated in the

1977-78 works programme for main-
tenance and renovations at the -Balga

primary school?
(2) If "Yes", what is the amount allocated,

and what are the works involved?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Complete external and internal re-

pairs and painting;
(b,) additional storeroom shelving;
(c) conversion of urinal flushing sys-

tern from manual to electrical
operation.

PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Handicapped Children

1008. Mr'WILSON, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Does the Government have an active

integration policy for intellectually
handicapped children in pre-primary
centres?

(2) If "Yes" wilt he detail this policy?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yet.
(2) Two places are kept available in pre-

primary centres for "special enrolnments".
These places may be occupied by child-
ren with a mild intellectual handicap. Be-
cause of the special demands and needs
of such children they are initially admit-
ted for a six week trial period during
which time an assessment is made of
their effect on other children present.
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2009.
in$

Children with more severe intellectual
handicaps may be referred and admitted
to pre-primary centres attached to
Education Department special schools
specifically for handicapped children.

SHOPPING CENTRE
Koondoola

Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Hous-

(1) Can he confirm that an announcement
was made in August that work on the
proposed Koondoola shopping centre
would begin in the near future?

(2) What is the reason for the continuing
delay to a start being made on the
centrel

(3) Can he say when the development of
the centre will now begin?

Mir O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No announcement was made by the

Housing Commission in August, but an
announcement may have been made by
the developers.

(2) There is no real delay to a start being
made on the centre. In the past two
months the developers have been-
(i) preparing and arranging lease agree-

ments with tenants;
(ii) preparing full working drawings,

specifications, and contract docu-
ments;

(iii) negotiating a building contract and
arranging subcontracts and supply
agreements;

(iv) submitting plans and specifications to
public authorities, such as the Shire
of Wannerco, Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board, etc. for building permits, etc.

(3) The developers have advised the comn-
mission that, subject to them obtaining a
building permit from the Shire of Wan-
neroo within the next seven days, they
will start construction on site within three
weeks.

ABATTrOIR
A ist ralind District

1010. Mir H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has an application been made for the

construction of a new abattoir in the
Austratind district?
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(2) On what location is such proposed
abattoir to be constructed?

(3) Has the W.A. Meat Commission given
approval for its construction?

(4) What is the throughput of such abattoir?
(5) (a) Has the Lescbenault Inlet com-

mittee been required to examine
the effects of the siting of an abit-
toir in the Australind area; and

(b) if so, whnt attitude did the comn-
mittee express?

Air OLD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Portion of Wellington Location 22 and

48, and being Lot 26 on diagram 503S6-
Certificate of Title Volume 1342 folio
377.

(3) The mattcr is under consideration by the
Meat Industry Authority which is seeking
further information from the Shire of
Harvey.

(4) Cattle-O per day;
Sheep-lW0 per day;
Pigs-O per day.

(5) (a) and (b,) I understand that the
matter has been discussed by the
Leschenault Inlet Management Auth-
ority which does not anticipate any
problem.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Administration Expenses

101l. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Treasurer:
Will he explain why Item 2 of Division
36 in the 1976-77 Consolidated Revenue
Fund Estimates concerning administra-
tion expenses of the Agricultural De-
partment, lists the estimate under that
item as $1 207 000, whereas the same
item, namely Item 2 in Division 32 of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund Esti-
mates for 1977-78 lists the vote for
1976-77 as being $1245 000?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In the Budget speech I informed mem-
bers of a restructuring of the Department
of Agriculture to strengthen its regional
administration so as to improve the co-
ordination of its various field activities
and its service to farmers. Changes were
made in the presentation of the estimates
this year to reflect this re-organisation.
In order to give a true comparison of
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expenditure between 1976-77 and this
year, the 1976-77 figures were also
shown on the new basis in the 1977-78
Estimates.
The member will note that the total vote
for the department is the same in both
documents, namely $19 913 000.

RAILWAYS
"N"-class Locomotives

1012. Mr MeIVER, to the Minister represent-
ins the Minister for Transport:

Further to my previous questions re
"N"-class locomotives, would the Min-
ister advise-
(1) Have further trials taken place

since the trial run to Avon;, if so,
when and was the trial satisfactory?

(2) Havre the fumes which penetrate
the driver's cab been eliminated?

(3) When is it now envisaged the
"N"-ctass will be made available
for service?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) To date, there have been no formal

trials undertaken in relation to the
contract specification. Test runs as
follows have been undertaken at
the company's request:-
31st August, 1977 Light Engine--

Forrestfield to Avon--satisfactory.
1st September, 1977 Part Load-

Forrestfieid to Avon-satisfactory.
5th September, 1977 Part Load-

Forrestfield to Avon--satisfactory.
6th September, 1977 Pull Load-r.-

Kwinana to Iarrahdale--not satis-
factory.

7th September, 1977 Full Load-
Kwinana to Jarrabdale-not sais-
factory.

12th October, 1977 Full Load-
Kwinana to Jarrabdale -reports
not yet received for evaluation.

13th October, 1977 Full Load-
Kwinana 10 Jarrabvdale-slili in
progress.

(2) Westrail is aware that complaints of
fumes in the cab have been made by
locomotive crews and these have
been drawn to the attention of the
manufacturer who is investigating
the complaints.

(3) No date has been set as yet.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)
Amendment

1013. Mr HASSELL, to Mr Pearce:
Why in the proposed subsections (2).
(3), and (4), of the Criminal Code
Amendment Bill (No. 2), have the
words been inserted, "who is under the
age of 18 years", which words would
appear to substantially limit the opera-
tion of the provision?

Mr PEARCE replied:
The four subsections of section 191 of
the Criminal Code all deal with the pro-
curing of women and girls for immoral
purposes in different circumstances.
Clause 13 of the Bill aims to -amend
section 191 by replacing the phrase
",woman or girl" with the word "person"
to widen the application of the section to
both sexes, and to alter the age of
majority from twenty one to eighteen,
in accordance with the current legal age
of majority.

Several other clauses of the Bill aim to
amend other sections of the Criminal
Code in exactly the same way.
Subsection (1) already contains an age
limitation which renders the subsection
only applicable to the procuring of
minors. The proposed Bill would extend
this to subsections (2), (3) and (4), in
accordance with the principle that, while
minors need to be protected, consenting
adults ought not to be penalised for
actions that concern private morality.
Section 191 seems to be anomalous in
this regard.

However, I concede that the addition of
these words to subsections (2), (3) and
(4 is moving a little away from the
major purpose of the Bill, which is to
decriminalise homosexual acts between
consenting adults in private, and I indi-
cate to the member that I would not
oppose an amendment to delete these
words from subsections (2), (3) and (4).

HOSPITAL
St. John of God

1014. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Apart from the initial allocation of

money made to assist with the estab-
lishment of doctor training facilities at
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St. John of God Hospital, Subiaco,
have any further sums been made avail-
able?

(2) If so-
(a) when;,
(b) how much; and
(c) for what particular purpose?

(3) What training role does St. John of God
Hospital currently have?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
(1) Yet.
(2) (a) and (b) In addition to establih.

ment costs in 1974-75, the following
sums have been paid in respect of
the training of doctors:

(a) (b)
1975-76 545717.22
1976-77 $70 120.00
1977-78

(to date) $14 124.00
(c) For the purpose of asisting with

the annual operating costs of the
teaching unit.

(3) Undergraduate surgical training.

PEDESTRIAN OVERWAY
Kitcecner Avenue

1015. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:
(1) What progress has been made on the

likely construction of a pedestrian over-
way at Kitchener Avenue, Victoria Park1
between Braille Nursing Home and Vic-
toria Park railway station?

(2) When is it expected construction of this
urgently needed facility will commence?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The prime responsibility for this pedes-

trian facility rests with the Perth City
Council. However, the Main Roads
Department has prepared preliminary

plans and estimates and will be forward-
ing these immediately to council for
their consideration.

(2) As neither party has determined the
acceptance of the likely costs involved,
no date of commencement can be given.

QUESTION WI1THOUT NOTICE
NATIONAL ANTHEM

Government Policy

Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
In view of his answer to question 997
and his statement that the poll referred
to was for a national song, if "God Save
the Queen" had topped the poll would it
not have been the national song?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
[ could say to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition that it is a supposititious question
because the poli was not determined that
way. I remind him that had "God Save
the Queen" topped the poll it would have
been both the national song and the na-
tional anthem.
If be looks at the ballot paper he will
find that it is headed "Poll for a National
Song" and that there is very clear refe-
ence to the national song at the bottom
of the ballot paper, where it tells people
the vote for the national song is not
compulsory and if (hey do n ot want to
vote on it they can take their ballot
paper back to the presiding officer.

Mr Jamieson: What has that to do with it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It has a lot to do
with it. I am trying to put it in the
proper perspective. It is not a statutory
thing. In fact, any State could decide
it would have a different national song
from those of the other States if it
wanted to-which we did during the
term of the Whitlamn Government.
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